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Senator Landis, excuse nme. |I'msorry. Toclose.

SENATOR LANDI S: Mr . Speaker, nembers of the Legislature,
you all don't like this anendnent very much. | can tell
that right off. However, I'mgoing to stand here fgr the

purpose of explaining what | think is a logical rationale.
I, too, can sense that there may well be difficulties with
the underlying bill itself and what is being acconplished.
There is clearly some strategic value for both sides as far
as how you treat the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen. |f
you want to save the other conm ssions, you want them in
because that broadensyour base andyour |obbying forces.
If you want to do in these, you don't want to appear to be
singling out sone groups, but in fact, you want to raise the
entire superstructures of advocacy commi ssions and get all
three at one time and so this little amendment w nds up
being sonme place in the mddle and apparently a middle

without a rationale, if you listento either of the
opponents who want to doaway with all three or the
opponents who want to save all three. | would suggest to

you that there is a rationale that distinguishes hereand
it's a logical one and a fair one That doesn't nmean that
you don't want to then to apply those same tests tothe
underlying bill, but I, too, would agree there is no policy
distincti on, no policy distinction, between the three
comi ssions. They are advocacy conm ssions for groups who
have suffered ha storxcally from practices of discrimnation.
Howeve | | think its very telling when Senator Chanbers says
t hese groups that haven't come down here can't come down
here and this body needs to reach out and have, in essence,
to divine the Intention of those groups. That si mpl y
factually isn't true. W yet t hi s session have geen that
when Native American's interests were embroiled jpn the
retrocession i ssue, when they felt justice was being denied,
they were here and in force. We wer e | obbi ed, we saw their
presence, | met with them you did too. Don't tell ne that
they can't comehere. They can and have. The question is,
why haven't they? Therethe question may be pecause they
don't see the same |evel of commitnment to justice in the
continuation of this commi ssion that they do in
retrocession. | don't know. But | not sure |I'm going to
necessarily say that | know what is just for them and inpose
my sense of justice on them  Secondly, with respect to
Mexi can- Aneri cans, | sat on the Business and Labor Commttee
and heard illegal alien bills and the sense of justice of
Mexi can- Anericans in this state is clearly triggered by that
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