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that particular time. I don't think the money.. .we made a
d ecis io n i n t h e sp e c i a l se ss i o n n o t to fund the money. The
Appropriations Committee came before us and they s a i d si n ce
we' re not going to fund these, then we should take them out
of the statute. That made sense t o me . I d i dn ' t t h i nk
there was anything all that unusual about that particular
request. The r eason that the Commission on the Status of
Women was left in and we didn't strike it from the s tat u t e s
is because we received a promise at that time xn committee
from members that were involved in the commission that they
were receiving private contributions and that if we struck
the commission from the statutes that it would hinder their
efforts to receive private f unding . Now I d on ' t th ink
anyone in the committee really had any feelings against the
Mexican-American Commission, t he I nd i an Com mi s s i o n , the
Women' s Commission. I think most of the members felt that
they are worthy organizations and wor th y c ommzsszons as at
l east I d i d . But . . . and we were l oo k i ng f o r r easons t o
justify their existence, we r eal l y w e r e. We se ar c h e d in
commit t ee . We h ad a very long executive session and
discussed it thoroughly and at the time we felt, well , I
mean, all it takes is a 22 cent stamp to give us input as to
the jus-ification for t hese commissions and w e didn' t
receive it. So we put those twoout on the floor and we
left the commission out because they said that they were
going to get private funding.

SPEA!:EF NICHOL: on e mi nu t e .

SENATOR ABBOUD: I th ought we were being r easonable a t t h e
tame. Now th er e xs . . . now i t ' s becoming an i ssue, it' s
b ecoming wha I fee l a political issue. There was ample
opportunities in the committee to di scuss this particular
issue as in t h e executive session and at that time the
supporters of the commission chose not to do so. With that,
I urge you to follow the advice of the comm' ttee and support
to keep these amendments on. I wo u l d al so a dd t h at I - h i n k
probably Senator Warner may have a point on wanting to keep
one or the o ther. I voted against the funding for the
Commission on the Status of Women because of the financial
situation the state is facing, but I feel that they should
be on the statute b ooks, the Commission on the Status o f
Women, simply because I do f ee l t h at t ne y ' r e a g u s t
organization. I th ink t h ey' re a great organization, and
when we h a v e t h e m oney , we should fully fund them and at
this time rney are goin g out a nd seeking pri vate

10642


