Narch 25, 1986 LB 1089

SENATOR ABBOUD:  {No response.)
SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Chanbers, please.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman gnd members of the
Legislature, the CGovernment Committee took this action on a
day when | was not there, but |'m strenuously opposed to the
conmittee anmendnent . | "' m opposed tg the bill. What the
commi ttee should have done was kill the bill outright, but
the same argunents that | gave yesterday in trying to have
sonme funds restored to the Nexican«American Cgmm ssion and
the Conmi ssion on Indian Affairs would obtain today. To say
that a committee which knows about | obbying and nobilization

of forces is going to respond only to that group,
headquartered probablyin Lincoln, who can get a |ot of
people to fill the commttee room and say, spare us, for

such a committee to say that because the others could not
nobilize such testinony they deserve to be abolished, |

think is inappropriate. I'm asking that you reject the

comittee amendnment. By rejecting it you have LB 1089
dealing with all three commissionsin the same fashion. |

have an anendrment to the mainline budget bill to come up on
Select File which would try to restore funds to the
Mexi can- American Commi ssion and the Comm ssion on | ndi an
Affairs and to strike | anguage fromthe statutes rel ating to
those conmi ssions would be inappropriate. But before

even get to that point | think now a policy decision shoult?
be made. Some reporters have witten that they were told by
senators that racism was not involved in voting for the
white women's comm ssion and voting against the

Nexi can- American Comm ssion and the Commissionon Indi an
Affairs, but that's the way these racist gctivities al ways
work. You can al ways show a rational e where the white group
is always favored and where the nonwhites are always

rejected but there is no racisminvolved. It's just that
t he coincidences in Anerica g ways go in that direction.

This is nore than a debate over who has control of the turf
with reference to the budget bill. This has to do with the
nmeanspiritedness that is existent in a |ot of areas of this
state and in some of the members of this Legislature. |
have only one vote, | have only one voice, but |' || use ny
vote and ny voice agai nst every activity which smacks of
racismto ne and there is nothing this Legislature has done
this session which so clearly does so as its handling of
t hese various conm ssions. Now, the Government Committee,
whenit did whatit did in my absence, was totally enpowered
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