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There isn't any question in my mind, a s Senator A bboud s a i d ,
if this were to go on the ballot with 662 repeal, s eat b e l t
repeal, I 300, and what have you, it would get beat badly,
probably two or three to one. Thi s wa s an educat i o n a l
process. That is why I chose to do this today to generate,
hopefully, some newspaper editorials, some letters to the
editors, some contacts from your constituents. This i s an
issue that probably will have to be discussed several years
because there is an educational part of i t . I wi l l j u st
leave you with a couple other points to ponder. I f you
think 5 percent is not easy, 20 percent is requi re d f or a
special election in cit ies. The state sta tute says
20 percent of signature petitions of the r egi s t e r e d v o t e r s
is needed to call a special election. A f r i e n d o f mi n e t o l d
me that to petition out xn the school district that he i s
in, to pe tition out at the school district, he n eeds
60 percent of th e si gnatures of the registered voters.
Sixty percent, and here we are talking five. So I am j u st
asking you to think about the process and this is also a
little unusua.' because what we are going to h ave, i n f act ,
now is in essence no more than a s traw vo t e .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR RUPP: I have already asked the Speaker not t o pu t
this matter on the a genda anymore t hi s ye a r . Th i s was
simply the beginning debate and what might, in fact, be a
debate of several years. I s tated in committee I had no
intent of trying to pass this this year and get it on the
ballot. I to ld Senator Abboud that,that I am, in fact,
just using thxs as a vehicle to generate some discussion of
a very impcrtant issue and when, in fact, as I believe it
w il l , we wi ' 1 be f ace d wi t h so m e se r i ou s pr ob l e ms o f t o o
many, too complica ed, too emotional issues on th e b al l o t , I
can say I w a s o n e o f t h e irst ones to stand up back in 1986
and say , I t o l d you so . So with that I would ur ge you to
vote green, imply show that we do recognize that there is a
problem. And again I have pledged to the Speaker t hat I
d on' t w a n t the issue on the agenda anymore this year. We
have enough impor ant matters on there, so w e h a v e s t ar t ed
the process with the debate today. I would u r g e y o u a d v a n c e
it and that will be the last you hear of it from me for a
long time to come. Thank you.

SPEAKER NICHOL: The qu estion is the advancement of the
bill. All those in favor vote a ye, opposed na y . Hav e y o u
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