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at a few county fairs and they easily gathered the 27,000

signatures, 5 percent plus. | don't have sour grapes on
either one of those bills because it just so happens that |
voted against both of those bills so | felt | was in a good

position to do this. We heardin a conmittee hearing that
there is going to be a great proliferation gfthese across

t he nati on. I't started in California, gs nmost everything
does, with Proposition 13, and it s working its way east
now. You will see sonmewhere in the handouts +that there is

definitely a growing trend. There isn't any question about
it and | guess we have to ask ourselves at what point, gzt
what point do we depart fromrepresentative government? |
al ways thought the system was that you send a manor woman
down here to vote on your behalf and if they voted wong
nore than they voted right, you sent a nessage gatthe next

el ection and kept them hone. | don't think we are getti ng
into an area that we really want to get into Wlth.._you will
notice on one of the handouts, the long one, | thought it

was a very telling statement where M. Sittig, a Professor
at the University, said ballots are growing increasingly
nore conpl ex. There were 58 candidates and six searate
issues on the '84 ballot in Lancaster County. | think it is
i nportant that you read some of tpnose statenments because

they are pretty concise and cl ear. We know that when we go
to this process we have a tendency to nake complex issues

simple. We break conplex issues down and | gm not pi cki ng
on Initi ative 300 again, but how many people voted for it
just because it was the famly farmamendnent?  Andwho in
the world wants to vote against the famly farm? The same
way with the clean groundwater petition, who doesn't want
clean groundwater'? There is no chance for compromise once
you start this process, you are headed down a one-way
street. There is no chance to i mprove and amend the way we
do here on the floor of the Legislature. I know that any
nunber is arbitrary. I am not saying that 5 percent s
exactly right or 8 percent, or 7, or whatever. Perhaps
5 percent was right in 1912. | would ask you if you think
it is right now. You have cynics, as we all do, that say it
should be 1 percent or 2 percent, or whatever, to undo the
damage that we rascals do down here. AndI|would say to you
that if you agree with that, then get an amendnent up there
on the desk to |lower that 5 percent to 1 percent. Let' s
really go all the way away fromrepresentative government if
that is what you reallywant. And if not, then | will be
| ooking forward to hearing Senator Abboud's defense gfthe
5 percent as being exactly perfect just the walJ it is. | am
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