March 24, 1986 LR 318

woul d say at the outset that | hope nobody stands up in the
next hour or so of debate and insults ny intelligence or
insults anybody's intelligence by making a njce rhetorical
statenment about this is taking away the right of the people
or we areabridging or circumventing the «.ight of the
people. We are not because we have to rem nd ourselves at
times this is a constitutional anmendment. The people would
be the ones that make the decision y|timatelv if it were
pl aced on the ballot. Having said that, | wl now bet an
i ce cream cone that before we are done sonebody will stand
up and say we are taking away the right of the people. The
philosophy in this is alot nore inportant than the nunbers
who we are going to plug in eventually and we probably won' t
plug anyin, but I think again | am going to use this
process to generate sone debate. The nunbers in comittee,
quite frankly, in the conmmttee proposal said e are goin
to have an auction process out here onthe floor as we (?o
with all bills that contain numbers andwe haverejected
those now, so |let's forget about that part of it. Inthe
comittee hearing | tried to ask people to be. ..just forget
for a moment all the issues that have conme down the linein
the matter of ballot proposals, asked themto try to forget
those and think fromthis point forward rather than from
this point backward. And | know that is unrealistic because
right away sone of you start thinking about Initiative 300.
Okay, that would be unchanged. |t remmins at 10 percent
because it was a constitutional zpendnent. The cl ean
groundwat er petition that is circulating sonewhere outin
Nebraska ri ght now remai ns unchanged at 10 percent. The
taxpayers survival coalition lid remains unchanged at
10 percent. The | ottery proposal that is supposedly going
to be generated or circul ated remains unchanged at
10 percent. To tell you the truth, | have sone concern with
the referendum portion of it, nore so than the initiat've
portion of it. Think a minutefor the 662 repeal, think
about the numbers there. The people that favor repeal of
662 strenuously oppose LR 318 and | don't really know why
because al nost doubl ed the nunber of signatures that would
be needed even if LR 318 passes, They al nost quadruple the
nunber of signatures that were needed without 318. ol
don't understand why they are getting quite so uptight about
this because they went far and beyond and any i nportant
issue like that that has a lot of emdtion and so forth in it
is going to get the signatures. The seat belt petition,
that group circulated with no ppney and no organization. |
think they will adnmit, if you ask them that they nerely sat
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