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necessarily unfolding the way I wanted it to but I think it
is an important issue and I think it deserves your attention
for hopefully the next hour or so because it is something
that does need debate. I handed out some s heets and t h e o n e
at the top of the sheet says, "Comparison o f Percentage
Requirements". You see there thecurren t nu m b er s r eq u i r e d
on signatures needed on peti tions for initiative and
r efe rendums . You see LR 3 18 and you see co mmittee
amendments which we now have rejected. I think we have to
have the backbone to di scuss i sues like this that are
controversial. They are not po pular with a l ot of ou r
constituents and you have had, I am sure, numerous inquiries
from people saying, why in the world would we attempt to do
this? Look at the numbers and study them for just a moment
i f you wou l d . I n i t i at i v e s t at ut or y , this would b e to
change, for example, the speed limit from 55 to 60, requires
seven p er ce n t of t ho se voting for Governor at the most
recent election. LR 318 would cnange that to e ight p e r c e n t ,
a modest change. Constitutional amendments , i n i t i at i v e ,
curren t 10 pe r cent , no change under LR 318 .
Referendum...Mr. Speaker, could I have a hammer, please, I
am having trouble hearing myself back here.

SPEAVER NICHOL: You certainly may. Pl ease hold t he
c onversa t i o n dow n s o we can he a r t h e sp e a k e r. Let ' s be
ladies and gentlemen about this. T hank you .

SENATOR RUPP: A referendum without suspension of a targeted
statute, and I will use an example here, the seat belt bill.
The sea t b el t b i l l d i d , in fact, get over five percent of
the signatures. It did n o t get 10 percent s o i t d i d no t
suspend the targeted statute and it did, ir. fact, take
effect, is now at 5 percent. U nder LR 31 8 a g a i n a mod e s t
change woul d g o t o 8 pe r ce n t . A referendum with suspension
of the targeted statute is currently at 10 p e r c en t and I
will give you another example here, LB 662, t he 10 p e r c e n t
was surpassed and they got, in fact, 18 perc e nt , so i t d i d
suspend the statute and LR 318 would not change that portion
of it. So those are the numbers. It is important that you
unders t and t h e s e n u mbers were pu t i n i n 19 12 . T o the b e s t
of my knowledge they have no been d i scu s s e d s i n ce and I
think it is tame that they :;hould be discussed. I f n o th i ng
else it is an unpopular pi; p . a. but as a s wan s o ng , i f you
will, fo r =he Cnn=-.:,:;.. :.;i'. . -,e," saon and R e c r e a ti on
Committe e I t h i n k xt ar. a:< « . h a - w e s hou l d t al k a b o u t
if, in fact, thxs ]s t.h~. . i ; , t year for the committee. I
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