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only occupation that they' ve known all their life. And |
can tell you everytime...every weekend, when | go home, |
hear of sonebody new. Some of themare in their.  are past
their working age. If you think this only affects the young
people, if you think this agriculture situation only affects
those peopl e who have been actively out there expanding, you
are wrong. I't affects people that are 70 years old. It
affects people that are just getting started. It affects
peopl e who have been in the business for years and now nmaybe
intheir fifties, early sixties. | don't think that a |ot
of people understand. I don't think a lot of people
unders and what happens in those situations. You are 55,
60 years old, you suddenly are faced with the possibility of
having to have a new occupation, anewjob, that younever
had any other job other than to be a farmer or a rancher.
You have to have a job even though you m ght be close to
retirenent age because you don't have any retirenent. You
know we debate retirement issues in here, and it is awmfully

difficult, I  know, for a lot of people who are not
sel f-enpl oyed to understand what it is li ke to have your
retirement be the equity in your land, or the equity in your
business, and suddenly that equity is totally gone. You

know t here woul d be...Senator Harris nentioned Commonweal t h.
If the retirement money set aside for all the public
enpl oyees woul d suddenly lose its valueunti | there would
not be...only about a fourth or a third of the monies
available, this state would be in chaos, and yet that is
exactly what has happened to people in rural Nebfaska. That
is exactly what has happened to sonebody that naybe doesn' t
owe a dinme, but yet are ready to retire, they don't have any
retirement nonies left, or it is about a fourth o a third
of what it was. Now a |ot of these people don't have any
other places to turn. They' ve got to go on, they' ve got to
find another job. This agriculture transition program has
been hel ping themto get through that tough hurtle. Now as
| indicated earlier, in our efforts to neet the pressures of
t hose people who are saying hold the |ine on the budget,
don't raise the taxes, don't spendany npore nonies than
absol utely necessary, and then just adopt the appropriations
bill as it comes out, don't make any changes in i don't
real l ocate anything, then if that is what you want to do and
recogni ze the results of it, so be it. But I think we ought
to at least consider the results for our actions. | ask for
the adoption of this anendnent.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Question is, shall the Vickers amendnent
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