March 24, 1986 LB 1251

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Wesely, then Senator Hoagl and.

SENATOR WESELY: Mr. Speaker, nmenbers, |' |l be brief.
would just like to rise in support of the anendnent and feell
that it is inportant that we do what is right for all three
of these conmm ssi ons. If we' re going to put money back in
for the women's commission, as Senator Chambers has said,

it's  only right that we aso |ook out for_ the
Mexi can- Arerican and the Indian jnterests as well. Those

are the people that probably have the nost difficult tinme of
all in terms of trying to organize and develop some
political strength and as a result some of us musttry and
help in pronmoting their efforts andtheir causes and in
doing the best we can to help that effort without

recogni zing the fact that they don't have g well organized
effort outside and Senator Landis referred to that and|

respect his judgenent and Senator \warner's. But | nmet with
some representatives and |eaders of the Indian community
back in August and Septenber inmmediately after the cuts were
adopted in June andwe sat down gnd we net and we tal ked.

We tried to get things going, but they were very
discouraged. They felt as though they had | ost the battle
and that com ng back now would be extra difficult and so
they just weren't able, | think, to get that pulled together
and because of that | don't think that should be a reason to
vote against this effort. |n fact, it' s probably a reason
we shoul d make an extra effort g hel p them They aren'
wel | organi zed. They don't have great political sStrength.
They don't have great nunbers in this state. They are a
smal | minority in terms of the larger population and that' s
reflected in their political clout down here and that means

some of us need to recognize t{hat and conpensate for it and
that's why we had conmissions in the first pl ace and why we

ought to reestablish those because those people need that
voi ce, need that outlet, need that focus for themto be
effective in terms of carrying their agendas forward. And
so because of that, | do support the anendment. | recognize
it is an increase in the budget slightly, but at the same
time there is much larger increases pending that are

robably going to be adopted and | understand Senator
arner’'s concern. At some point we need to sit downand
eval uate. We can't keep adding to the budget, no doubt
about it, but in this particular case it appears to ne that
the cause is just and that e ought to support the effort
and not feel that because they' ré not out in the lobby and

we haven't gotten lots of calls gnd |etters that t hey ‘don' t
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