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reasons that they restore funds to the women's commission,
will restore funds to the Mexican-American Commission and
the Commission on Indian Affairs.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Landis, then Senator Schmit.

SENATOR LANDIS: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature,
this amendment catches me in an untimely fashion i n t h a t I
would respond positively to this amendment had a different
case been m a d e o r h as ye t p er h a p s t o b e made st i l l t h i s
session. But I want to respond to legitimate distinctions
that are out there. I, as what has been called a liberal in
the past, have shown a lot of sympathy to minority rights
and minority interests and I intend to keep that sensibility
with me throughout the entire budget discussion, but at the
same time there is a way in which you can get whipsawed
between your stances. You can give help in one c ase and y e t
you can be accused of paternalism because you are, in fact,
prescribing for other people what you think they want and
you take it upon yourself to s ay,well , you kn ow , I ' l l
decide for somebody else w hat' s g o o d f o" t he m . And wh en
that has happened, I certainly know tha t a l eg i t i ma t e c l ai m
of fraternalism is made. Now, I go through the process of
deciding how I am going to vote, what evidence I have before
me and I re spon d t o e ach case . We had a bill before the
Government Committee that restored the language. . . I ' m so r r y ,
struck the language authorizing three different commissions
and there were three different cases to be made a nd th e r o o m
was f i l l ed wi t h p eop l e , bu t t he y a l l cam e t o make one case
a nd I ' l l r espond t o t h at c ase . I sa i d , y o u p er su a ded me,
all right, advocacy is a egi:imate role for government,
I' ll vote in r esponse t o w h a t I se e as legxtxmate political
demand for that role of advocacy. With respect to the other
two commissions there were no representatives and Senator
C hambers a sk s me i n ess e n c e , I think, o do a paternalistic
act which is to prescribe for Indian people what's good for
them, to prescribe for Mexican-American people w hat' s g o o d
for them and to fashion the f orm i n w h i c h t h at wi l l t ake .
Now, I intend to respond to a l eg i t i m a t e d e mand on t he i r
behalf from the representatives o f t h o s e g r o up s an d I ' v e h a d
two contacts. I have had, about t wo w e e k s a g o , a room full
of Mexican-American representatives who told me they wanted
the' r commission . I h av e j u st had for the first time a
contact with Native American representatives. But frankly,
I don't know if there are any tribal councils in this s tat e
who asked to have the commission or who resolved that the
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