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and t h e y ar e g oi ng to pay, whether it is sales-income,
property, parimutuel, all the sources t h at g o i nt o t he
General Fu n d , eve r y b ody contributes in some amount. The
only issue is whether or not it should be taken out o f t he
Highway Trust Fund as opposed to General F und. T he r e a s o n
that we picked the General Fund, number one, would be not to
establish a precedent of moving into the Trust Fund, but,
secondly , a n d I t h i nk equ a l l y i m p o r t a n t, there i a un i que
one-tame situation. It is true that we h ave d i s c o n t i n u e d
the Operating Funds that only affected Lincoln and Omaha
that had General Fund up until last session. It is true
they are all losing federal funds. What is unique about
this particular situation only affecting Metro is that there
is a $4 million grant, federal grant, that Metro qualifies
for. It requires a 20 percent match or $800,000 in which
f rom tha t t h e y w i l l b e ab l e to replace half, the other half
of their buses that are currently n eed t o b e r ep l a c e d wh i c h
they do. If that is done, in part they will be buying some
smaller buses, and the other buses that will be replaced
will be the larger buses but they are going to be more fuel
e f f i c i en t . So i f t h i s i s done , wh at i s r eal l y b e i n g
accomplished is to enable the Metro system which serves a
number of communiti .s in the Omaha areas, not just Omaha, i t
xs going t o e nab l e a l l of t h ose a reas t o h a v e a l e ss co st
for the operating of mass transit. In fact there is less
cost, ensures the probability at least that they will not
need t o come ba ck to the state for f u rther f i nanc i a l
operating cost because they will have greater efficiencies,
both in the type of buses they wil l be r unn i n g as we l l as
the more efficient engines that they can be u s i n g , a n d t h at
i n t he l ong r un i s goi ng t o b e b ene f i c i al . I t i s n ot
unusual. I can po int out severa l p l ac e s xn t he budget ,
hxstorxcally as well a s thxs y e a r , w h e r e the state General
Funds goes to a specific project in a community. The ones
that we most frequently consider are those that are in
relation to some proposal where a combination dam a nd
recreation site...

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR WARNER: . . .may be constructed somewhere in the
state. Not o nly do we provide the General Fund money to
assist with those under statute but we also provide start up
money for the recreational facilitiessometimes. So xt is
not unusual to select one a r ea . I n t h i s p ar t i cu l a r
i nstance , I be l i eve i t i s un i qu e . I t i s one time and that
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