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insert $287,422,706. Money in the Highway Trust Fund for
what this is, is it a one-tine paynent. | amnot aski ng to
change the systemor the statute orwhat the previous
fornulas or distributio~s are. What | am asking in the
first place is a little different than sone of the other
requests, the sane, | guess, as Senator Haberman had. | am
not out here to cut Metropolitan Area Transit entirely out.
Last year we cut their budget about $1.8 million gnd they
are asking for this to purchase new buses of which they have
about $3, 000, 945 avail able for federal funding. The fir st
place is they nust raise the money before they put jnthe
request for the federal funds. Back here to the sane issue,
| amhere to be as fair as | possibly can, but on the other

hand, | certainly do not feel that people outstate and in ny
area need to support purchasing of newtransit buses for
Omha. | know that there is a very mninml anount of funds
that goes outstate, or | think it was 12 percent of that
budget, but | guess the bottomline is why should | ask my
taxpayers to buy new buses for Omha? | |ook at this as any
other thing that would be out of the city. | also know. that

what | amasking for will not be easily to acconplish sinply
because | am asking for a change in the H ghway Trust Fund,
but please keep in mind, | am only asking for a one-tine
thing. Gasoline has dropped considerably as you g3a|I know.
This variable cap is changed every three nonths and | think

there was a drop of about 1 cent on that in the | ast
quarter. | could be corrected on that but | believe that is
right. What | didn't realiseuntil | checked into this a

littl e more, 1/10th of a cent of gasoline raises about
$741,000. So what | amasking for is considerably |ess than
that even. It runsfromabout 1/17th to 1/18th ofa cent.
The way that | would acconplish this is the Hi ghway Trust
Fund for the state is equal to 53 1/3 percent of the funds.
Forty-six and two-thirds of that is split by cities and
counties and | am not out here to cut the cities and
counties out. It is possible o jncrease the Departnent of
Roads appropriation that sets the fuel tax and that would be
by $426, 667 so that actually the H ghway Trust Fund does not
lose any revenue. Andalso may | add, by the transit buses
in Omha, | think they do hel p the highway system and t hat
many more cars off. In effect, they lose the $426,667 of
revenue fromthe H ghway Trust Fund Tyt again they gain the
$426,667 by the variable fuel tax and the net effect is no
loss to the Hi ghway Trust Fund, and | explained to you the
division of the cities and counties, and | cannot acconplish
that any other way | don't peljeve because it woul d require
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