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SENATOR REMMERS: Senator Haberman, would you ca re t o c l ose ?

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President, members o f t h e b ody ,
S enator Lundy , t hey a re go i n g to take this airplane, this
o ld a i r p l a n e t h at you s a y i s unsafe, and they' re going to
sell it. Somebody is going to buy t h i s ai r p l an e . N ow I ' v e
had a private license and have flown for 40 years, s o I h a v e
j ust a t e e n y w eeny l i t t l e bit of knowledge about airplanes.
Now nobody has mentioned the increase in cost on insurance.
The insurance is going to go up, nobody ha s sai d h o w much .
No fiscal note on that. The maintenance of this airplane is
g oing t o g o up . Nob o d y h a s mentioned that. So it i s no t
nearly $750,000, it is much more than that. Now it's been
said it is easier to transport even us when we go across the
state. They won't use this big baby, they' ll use a smaller
plane. We have other planes available. Okay, let's don' t
call it the Governor's plane, but whose been using that big
plane the most to go from coast to coast'? Not the senators.
So let's don't call it the Governor's plane, let's just say
the highest officials in the state. Now it says they' ve got
t o communicate w i t h i nd i v i du a l s . We need this airplane so
they can go out and talk t o i n d i v i d u a l s . We l l t h ey c a n u s e
a helicopter, they don't need to use an a i r p l an e . Now al l
weather , t o ge t ab ov e the storm, Rocky Mountain A ir l i n e s
services North Platte, Scottsbluff, Grand I s land , L i n c o ln ,
and Omaha. They fly in the mountains, they also f l y t h e
river. They don't fly when the weather gets that bad. They
si t an d t h ey c a l l you u p and say I ' m sor r y , t h e a irp l a n e
i sn' t go i n g . Isn't that right, Senator Baack? Y ou bet t h e y
d o. Bu t , no , w e ' r e u s i n g a s an argument we' re going to buy
an airplane that i sn't flown commercially, with four
engines, to fly above the storm. Well what are we going to
d o when we ge t t he r e w h e n the storm comes? We' re not going
to be able to land if it is a bad enough storm. We' re g o in g
to have to go on west to Denver, or on east to some place
else. I' ll hit my l ast point. Somebody said it is a
political unpopular issue to vote for a new airplane. You
damn right it is. You go back home and tell the farmer that
called me two days ago w h er e h i s l and v a l u es w ent u p
$95,000, that is the value went u p, and h i s t ax e s a r e go i n g
up $1,890. Y es. Go talk to t hose peopl e an d s e e i f t hi s
b ody shoul d v o t e i n a "new used" airplane. So I say this,
think of the insurancecosts, the ma intenancec osts ar e
going to go up, the cost to even fly the plane a re go ing t o
go up because it is going to use more fuel, i t i s go i n g t o
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