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SENATOR WARNER: ...cuts that were meant to be permanent.

SENATOR REMMERS: Senator Marsh.

SENATOR MARSH: Th a nk you , Mr. Cha i r man . I cer t ai n l y
appreciated Senator Warner's remarks saying there was merit
i n prov i d i n g f un di n g . He's bending ov er ba ckw a r ds t o be
v ery fair. I'd like t o tell you that the N ebraska
Commission on the Status of Women has brought benefits to
our state since 1965, but they cannot continue t o p r o v i d e
all the volunteers without some minimum state funding. The
commission helps women across our state, it he~ps strengthen
families. And we all have given l i p s e r v i c e t o t hi s go al
for our state. t reaches rural areas. One population
segment that is often underserved by 'tate government is
r ura l Neb r a s k a ns . Ru r a l women es pecially have fe l t
isolated, finding little assistance for thei r uni que
problems and concerns. The c ommission has always felt a
strong commitment to reach the women in al l o u r r u r a l ar e as .
As the agricultural crisis of the past few years has
deepened, t ha t o ut r eac h has become even more important.
Since 1963 much of the commission'sstaff time has been
devoted to the developing statewide programs serv in g r u r a l
as wel l a s u r b a n n e e ds . I n keeping with this effort, the
commission sought and obtained a $ 1 0 , 0 00 re sea r c h and
development grant from the United States Department of
Labor, Women's Bu r e au , t o focus on career and employment
development for rura l women. For this proje ct the
commission has obtained the assistance of the Nebraska Job
Service, and cooperation of certain community colleges, and
ag action centers. This work isscheduled to be completed
i n M a r c h of 198 7 . The commission, through the Nebraska
Women's Foundation, has established a unique pu b l i c - p r i v a t e
partnership. The private funds...the private fund givers
like the idea o f the public-private partnership. Both
business and individuals sought assurance that efforts were
being made to r esecu r e state funding. The b usinessesalso
sought assurance that donations from i n d i v i d u a l s we r e b ei n g
made. The commission will continue to raise private funds.
Thirty thousand dollars has been p" t i nto a cash f u nd
l i ne - i t e m wh i c h does no t i n c l u d e p o t e n t i a l f edera l g r an t s .
It cannot do this, I emphasize, the commission cannot raise
the private funds unless there is also a state commitment.
We need to continue to utilize all of the volunteer workers.
We coordinate services from many different areas o f ou r
state with many d ifferent departments. This i s not a
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