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But it is the only way we have to address gqcial wrongsin

the area of how we treat the sexes differently, and we

certainly do. The body of evidence s overwhel mng that

wonen are treated differently in society than men. Thi s
commi ssi on, on a shoestring budget over the years, has had a
nunber of acconplishnments. Twenty-three domestic viol ence
prograns, in this state, were |largely due to the research
and devel oprent that sprung from the conmi ssion. We have
i mproved child support lawsin this state inlarge part due
to the efforts of wormen organi zed through the Conmi ssion on
the Status of Wonen. I't reduces the public burden by
returning that burden to its rightful source, and that is
t he ﬁ_rivate parent who should be paying for the well-being
of children. We have a state Title IX, g state | aw t hat

requires that educational opportunities be equal for the
sexes. That state law is there because in | arge neasure the
Commi ssion on the Status of Women sought our attention,

| obbied for it, and saw that it was passed. There have been
a variety of publications, of workshops, of semi nars, and
not just for those who can afford it, but for people who
don't make a habit of going to workshops and semnars, \women
of color, women of an economic status that doesn't often
find thenmsel ves in aworkshop or seminar situation to |earn
about new skil Is, whetherit is parenting or job skil Is. |,
the | ast full year of functioning there were over
5 1/2 thousand Nebraskans who requested help from this
commi ssion, 5 1/2 thousand, sone by phone, some by wal k in.

There is along list of acconplishments that has been
delivered to each of your offices and I woul d suggest .t hat
it is excellent reading. You will find that this Commission

has been a national | eader, that it's had a long record of
very real success, and it hasn't been costly. This has been
a very efficient operation. |t pronmises to be so again. |n

addition to this $98,000 appropriation, the conm ssioners
have in essence set out for thenselves g goal of raising

$30,000 in private funds to continue their work, to help

shoulder the load. Additionally this conmission has heen
abl e to use thousands of voluntéer hours to hel p acconplish

its goals. And we' ve gotten a trenendous amount of work for
the investnent that we' ve nade in the Conmi ssion on the
Status of Women. | will allow others who intend to speak
about the relative status of wonmen versus nen in our society
to tell you that we have a continuing social problemthat
deserves concern. But |'d suggest this, that the Conm ssion
on the Status of Wonmen is part and parcel of governnent
raising its eyes to the horizon, to taking itself off sinply
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