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understand .

3 1 mi l l i on t h at wa s included i n t he current year' s
appropriation. Other than that, as you a l l kno w , t he r e w e r e
a number of bills that were introduced as a result o f t h e
manner i n whi ch we request budget in formation which
permitted the Legislature an opportunity to r e v i e w a n umber
of programs, some 27 or 28 bills, as to whether or not those
programs should be continued. Those...the bill, as written,
would reflect the action that the Legislature h as t a ken t o
date or , or i n one o r two instances, the appropriation bill
would be drafted to reflect whatever happens to the bill
that may be enacted by the Legislature so that the funding
will recognize that. That is a general description. I ' l l
be glad to take up amendments or discussion of the bill as a
whole if there are any questions.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Mr. Cl erk, you have an ame ndment I

CLERK: Mr . President, the first amendment I h a v e i s by
Senator Wesely. Senator Wesely's amendment is on page 1480

SENATOR WESELY: Th a n k you . Mr. Speaker, members of the
Legislature, this amendment is for the Health Department
budget. Right now there is a personal service limit, as al l
agencies have, that has been adopted by the Appropriations
Committee. This would increase the personal service limit
b y $ 3 0 , 0 00 . Th i s wou l d no t increase the appropriation.
Doesn't add to the ir budget, but it allows them more
f l e x i b i l i t y i n t he p e r so n a l ser v i c es l i ne so that they could
c onsider , b y r e ar r a n g i n g a little bit of their funding, so
that they could hire an additional attorney over there. The
Health Department has met with the Health and Human Services
Committee under the rule c h a nge we h ad t h i s yea r a nd we d i d
review t h e bud get . One of the big problems over i n t he
Health Department has been enforcement and 'egal work i n a
number of areas that they are i nvo l ved i n . Th ey h av e h ad
d i f f i cu l t y i n keep i n g u p w i t h t h e workload, an d a s a r e su l t
have contracted with the Attorney General's Office for some
additional help in terms of licensure activity. B ut t h e y
are still short of t he c a p ab i l i t y t h at t hey need t o d ea l
with the regulatory functions that they' ve been assigned
over the years. Wh at we have is a situation where they' ve
b een ass i gned a n u mber o f work projects, different programs
t hat they have t o administer, but withou t t h e l e ga l
expertise that they need, they haven' t b e e n a b l e t o c ar r y

o f t h e J o u r n a l .
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