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17th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was added whereby
U.S. Senators were elected not by legislatures but directly
by the people. So the railroads, while they are being
portrayed as those bringers of great bounty and abundance,
the upholders of the economy of states, were re a l l y st i ck up
and hold up persons. I don't think their record, in the
history of this country, has been so great. I don ' t t h i nk
there is a person walking, and certainly not one sitting
behind a desk, worth $2 million. An athlete is because he
o r she wi l l b r i ng i n t ho se a mount s of money and make the
money by which their salary is paid. B ut how ar e y o u g o i n g
to tell me that some man is worth $2 million, one-third of
the amount that they say it would cost to keep these
c abooses runn i ng ? Th e r e se e ms t o b e a spli t o f op i n i on as
to whether they serve a worthwhile purpose with regard t o
s afety in the running of t h e train itself, and w ith
reference to other ancillary a ctivities that they m a y
observe, the people riding in the cabooses. So if there is
a split, if there can be an argument among reasonable people
a s t o w h e t he r t hey ser ve a worthwhile purpose, and the
Legislature is going to act on the issue, if a mistake is to
be made, it should be made on the side of the public and not
on the side of a corporation that can pay an i nd i v i d u a l
$2 mi l l i o n, f or do i n g w ha t ? He d oesn ' t ge t on t he t r ai n ,
turn his hat backward and grab the throttle and die with the
throttle in his hand, if necessary, a s Casey J o nes d i d . He
doesn't stand out there and switch the track so t hat o n e
train bearing down on another will just turn in the nick of
t ime and m i s s i t . Wh en t h e v i l l a i n h as t i ed the damsel to
the track, and is going to have her ru n o v e r , he doe s n ' t
jump up and put on his coveralls and h as cap and r un o u t
there and rescue her. He d oes nothing but sit . Any t h i n g
can sit. A chicken can sit. A duck can s i t . A ch um p c a n
sit. So if all this person is going to do, basically, is
si t . . .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . . . an d b e pai d $2 mi l l i on , ' t i s strange
to me that so many in the Legislature can be concerned about
these corporations that can pay that m uch money t o a p er s o n
who does virtually nothing that relates directly to the
operation of the corporation. You can mov e h i m and
everything would continue to go as i t i s . I ' m opp os e d t o
the bill. I wanted to get some things into the r ecord . The
s kids h a v e p r o b a b l y b een g r e as e d , the train may not be
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