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with a b i l l t h at I i nt r od u ced l a s t ye ar , L B 457, t h e i ssu e
of how do you notify not only the employees, but a lso t h e
emergency personnel of the contents of hazardous materials
that are either in the workplace or being transported across
this state? One of the things we were told, and that's the
r eason 457 di dn ' t co me back up again this year, is that a
number of regulations require peo p l e who handle hazardous
material in the workplace or a r e t r an sp o r t i n g h azar d o u s
material to have on their bill of ladings the fact that they
do have a hazardous material. Now, I w ould argue that
perhaps that is not always the case, but, nevertheless,
there is that requirement. Now, if you' re this fire chief
and you d o h a v e a n a c c i d e n t in your community or close to
your community, whether or not there is any lives endangered
by that accident at the time, when y o u g e t t h er e and you
could well get there perhaps before s omebody could w a l k b a c k
a mile or a mile and a quarter from the head of the train,
h ow do you kn o w what y o u a re dea l i n g w i t h ? You wou l d h a v e
no idea. So it wo uld not only b e t he pub l i c saf et y , i t
would also be the safety of those emergency personnel who
might arrive on the scene, not having the advantage of even
being ab l e t o t al k t o anybody at that point who had access
to that information. It seems to me the same issues a r e
here and I realize there are a lot of m embers of t h i s
Legislature that weren't here a few years a go when w e h a d
t hi s d i s c u s s i on , b u t t he i ss u e i s still the same. The i s s ue
is, in spite of the fact that we have...that the railroads
have developed a lot of technology and I don't dispute that
technology is advancing. In the business that I'm i n I ' m
a ware o f t ech no l o g y . The fact is th at t echnology i s
generally created to m easure t he wo r k i ng s of the t rain
itself. It is generally created to detect whether or not
they have a bearing getting hot o r whethe r o r no t p er h a p s a
load has shifted or something of that nature. It's not
r eal l y d e s i g ne d t o l ook t he other way, to look away from the
track to tell whether or not somebody is coming into an
unmarked c r o s s i n g on t h e side of a trair..Now, I h ave a
great deal of concern about what might happen if you had a
train going through rural Nebraska without anybody at the
back e n d , som ebody comes over a l i t t l e h i l l , som e b ody
c rossin g a cr o ssi n g that t h e y cr os s eve r y day al l t he i r
lives and suddenly when they get to that little crossing,
there is a train i n t h e mi d st of i t . N ow, I sug g e s t e d ,
halfway in jest, t hat p er h a p s we ' d ought t o r r qu i r e
electricity on the trains so they could have the c l e ar a n c e
l i ght s l i ke w e d o o n t r u c k s . I don ' t know h o w m any of y o u
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