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r esolu t i o n , and ag a in I want to commend the Farm Bureau
Federation, the Nebraska Farm Bureau F edera t i o n f or t h e i r
very realistic approach to a very serious problem. I ' d l i ke
to ask Senator Vickers now to t ake over t h e b a l a n c e of my
time and I'm sure he has some comments and t h e n ot h e r s , o f

S PEAKER NICHOL: T h an k y o u . S enator V i c k e r s , p l ea s e .

SENATOR VICKERS: Thank you, Senator Schmit. M r. Pres i d e n t ,
members, I, too, would like to a sk you t o vo t e f o r LR 36 6
commending the American Farm Bureau for the efforts that
they have taken in this regard, and I thought it was
nteresting that Senator Schmit would mention the fact that
agriculture has gone through these kinds of times before and
he pointed out that they did in the thirties, the fifties,
the sixties, the seventies, and now in the eighties and I
don't k now whether any b ody e l s e caught that or not, but
people l i ke Se n a t o r Schmi t and I might have missed the
thirties, but we' ve sure been here through the fifties, the
sixties and the seventies and now the eightiesand I ' m
getting a little tired of it. But I think it's appropriate
that this Legislature go on record in helping this farm
group wh o h as com e up wi t h this mechanism that says
basically one thing and that is that we, those of us i n
a griculture, recognize t h e fact that we made those
commitments and tha t we' re willing to ful fill those
commitments, but we just need a little breathing room, we
need a little time in which to do it. So, I want to stress
the fact that this xs not a debt forgiveness program, but
simply a mechanism to set aside a little bit so that it will
g ive t h os e p eo p l e wh o a r e having so much difficulty under
the economic conditions today the ability to handle the
amount of debt that they' ve got and eventu a l l y p ay i t a l l
back. As Senator Schmit mentioned, t hi s wa s d on e b a ck i n
the thirties and it helped a lot of people. I hope most of
you saw the headlines in yesterday's papers. We wi l l be
d iscussing , we ha v e discussed before in this body, t he
structure of agriculture through Initiative 300. We wil l be
discussing that structure again , b ut I ' l l t e l l you the
structure is going to be changed dramatically. T he headl i n e
yesterday said one million farmers projected to be out o f
business o r l ess f armers b y t h e ye a r 2 0 0 0 and that will
dramatically affect the struc t u r e i n Neb r a sk a . I t wi l l
dramatically affect t he small towns in Nebraska , t he
businesses in Nebraska and it seems to me that the mechanism

course, will address the issue also.
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