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kil l mot i on o n t h e bi l l . So, i f this bracketing motion
should fail, then the next order of business as I understand
it would be to take up this kill motion . I f ee l t h at we
need to keep the death penalty in Nebraska and I feel it
d oes serv e a s a de t er re n t a n d I ' l l ci t e you some examples
later on when we get to it, either later this afternoon or,
i f t h e b r a c k e t i n g mot i o n c ar r i e s , t h i ~ w i l l be t aken up o n
A pri l 3 , wh i c h i s i n a l i t t l e ov er t wo w e e k s . But I b e l i eve
that the death penalty is morally required as the only
appropriate punishm nt for some crimes. We need t o k e e p t he
death penalty in our state and use it to protect our society
from these cruel murderers. The majority of people, the
majority of people in Nebraska favor the use of the death
penalty. We' ve seen polls from time tc time, I t h i n k a p o l l
was taken last ye a r t h at s howed t h at 73 pe r ce n t of
Nebraskans f av o r t he u se of the death penalty. Se veral
years ago I took a poll in the 19th Legislative District
that I represent and I believe it showed something like
84 percent favored the use of the death penalty. A boli s h i n g
the death penalty in our state would deny ourselves a major
weapon in the battle against violent crime. And so this
afternoon we' re going to talk about whether we wan t t o
b racke t h i s b i l l o r no t and a t t h i s p ar t i cu l ar t i me I
haven't made up my mind whether I'm going to vote for t h e
bracketing motion yet. But I do think that maybe i n t h e
case of the Rulo case that is being tried now, maybe it
would be better if we wouldn't say too much about the death
penalty and go ahead and bracket it for a couple weeks .

SENATOR CARSTEN: Th ank you , Senator He f ne r . Sen a t or
Remmers, please, on the bracketing motion.

SENATOR REMMERS: Mr. President, I was going t o spe a k on
t hi s i ss u e , b ut I t h i nk i n view that we have the bracketing
motion he re , I w.' l l , i f t he b r ac k e t i ng m otion f a i l s, sp ea k
again. I do want to say that I have a lot of sympathy for
Senator Chambers' position and I certainly would not try to
refute any of the statements he has made, but I am not in
favor of repealing the death penalty at this time. B ut w i t h
the bracketing motion and with the situation as has been
descr i b ed , i f t he br acket i ng m o ti o n f a i l s , I ' l l j u s t sp eak
again then, but I will support the bracket motion.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Th ank you , Senator Re mmers . Senator
Pirsch, please, on the motion to bracket.
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