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for trial there before a jury of i ndi v i d u a l s s e l e c t e d f r om
Douglas County, far away from the scene of the these crimes,
and the judge has indicated to us, a nd I kn o w Senato r V a r d
Johnson visited with hir this morning in the courthouse. He
told me over the phone that t hi s i s si mp l y n ot an
appropriate time for the Legislature to be debating this
i ssue a n d h e aske d t h at , for a variety of reasons, the
investment we have in the case already, t he h i g h l y s e n s it i ve
nature of the case, that we simply postpone our debates here
until that case ha gone to the jury at which time the jury
will then remain sequestered until it reaches i t s v e r d i c t .
Now, S e n a t o r Land i s ' s an d m y sequestration, I'm sorry,
bracketing motion, Senator Landis and my bracketing motion
asks that we postpone debate on t he b i l l f o r . . . un t i l t wo
weeks from this Thursday and we think that there is at least
a 50-50 chance, probably substantially better that the case
wil l h a v e g on e t o t he j u r y at that time. I know that there
are a n um be r o f pe op l e around the tat e wh o wi ll be
disappointed if the issue is not debated and acted on today,
f the bill is not advanced today. I have a number of close
friends and I know all of you do who are strongly in favor
of abolishing the death penalty, but let me just say to them
that I think it's the judgment of a number of us here in the
L egis l a t u r e " nat t hi s is simply not an appropriate time in
light of a nu mber of circumstances around t h e s t at e ,
i nc l u d i n g t h e R u l o c as e , to consider that issue now. And in
t he e nd i t i s pr ob ab l y i n the best interests of the
abolitionists of t he death penalty that this i ssue b e
postponed at this time. So for these r easons, Mr . Pr e s i d e n t
and colleagues, I would ask that we bracket this bill for
April 3, two weeks from this Thu r sd a y a n d po st po n e the
debate o n t h i s h i gh l y sen si t i ve i ssu e un t i l t h en .

SENATOR CARSTEN: Th an k you , Senator Hoa g l a n d. Sen at or
Hefner, did you want to speak on the bracket motion? Before
you do, Senator Hefner, if you will permit me, Senator Sieck
has a guest today in the Chamber, Carolyn Peterson from
Stromsburg who is with the Federated Womans Club. She i s
u nder t h e no r t h b al co n y . I f sh e w o u l d r i se , we wou l d b e
happy to welcome her to the Nebraska Legislature. Senator
Hefner, please, on the bracketing motion.

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr . President and members o f t h e b od y , I
understand t hat we ' r e n ow on t h e b r acke t i ng motion
introduced by Senator Hoagland and S enator L a n d i s , a n d w h a t
I want to do right now is alert the body that I do have a
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