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after another. I see this simply as shifting. For this
point to guarantee a 3 percent raise in state s alar i es , I
think that has to be addressed. I 'm currently taking a
survey of...in my ar ea, the largest employer of s tate
employees. A n d I wi l l g l ad l y sh a r e t h a t w i t h an y o ne . But I
find that the salaries are more than comparable. I t h i n k
that at this time, and with the situation as it is, we would
be remiss in guaranteeing a 3 percent increase at this time.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Th ank you , Senator Ne l so n. Se nat o r
Vickers, t h e n S e na tor L y n c h .

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President, members, I think this is an
interesting discussion. Quite frankly I don't really care
whether we send it back to committee or not. I t h i nk t h e
issue is going to be resolved out here on the floor of the
Legislature. I think that point h as been we l l ma d e . I
think we are in the process of that right now. The fact of
the matter is we have had this issue before the Business and
Labor Committee, as Senator Barrett had i n d i c a t e d . I ' m a
member of that committee, and we k i l l e d t he b i l l s . I t h i nk
we killed the bills because we thought it was a b ad i d e a .
T here ha s be e n t al k ab o u t a l evel p l ay i n g f i e l d . I t h i nk
that is rather humorous as well because fo r y e a r s n o w we' ve
heard f r o m t h e p ol i t i ca l su bd i v i si on s i n this state, and
many of us on the floor of this Legislature have criticized
them for the amount of funds that they spent. Y et their
response h a s be e n, whe t h e r i t b e a coun t y , a sch oo l
district, or a city, or any other p o l i t i ca l sub di v i si on ,
many times their response has been we had to r aise t h e t axe s
because the Commission of Industrial Relations forced us to
raise the salaries of our employees. Now when that other
shoe, when that other shoe starts t o p i n ch , a s f ar as ou r
employees are c o n c e rn ed, s u d d en ly w e say wait a man»te, wait
a minute, we want to change the rules of the game. It is
alright to f orce, through the Commission of I ndustrial
Relat i o n s , a sch o ol d i s t r i c t board to raise the property
taxes to provide for a salary increase, mandated by the
Commission of Industrial Relations, but it is certainly not
all right for this board, the Nebraska Legislature, to have
to do it. That is re ally the issue. If we want to talk
about a level playing field, let's make it l eve l a l l ov er .
I f we wan t t o t a l k abo u t a l l taxes, let's make it apply all
over. If we want to talk about all employees, l e t ' s m ak e i t
apply a l l ove r . I ' v e g ot an amendment up there that simply
says that for one year it is going to apply to all political
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