
March 17, 198 6 LB 965

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator DeCamp would move to amend
the committee amendments. (DeCamp amendment found on
page 1474 of th e L e g i s l at i v e Jou r n a l . )

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator DeCamp.

SENATOR DECAMP: M r . President, what my amendment does is
really change one word but it is an important word. It
changes the last word of the sentence I am going to read to
you. " The d i r e c t o r shall administer the affairs of the
d partment, and he or she shall serve at the pleasure of the
commission. " Tha t i s wh a t i s i n there. My word changes it
to the pleasure of the " governor " . In other language in the
bill the commission already has the power to set the salary
and all those things. I guess I think the more I think
about it that if you don't do it thi s way you ar e i n dee d
creating a c omplete minigovernment. Now wha t i s t h e
minigovernment have the responsibility f or? Economic
development . 'Hill t h ey d o a good j ob ? I suppose so bu t ,
but remember this and this is important, the minigovernment
is going to consist of 15 members and those members a re f r o m
business mostly. They represent special interests. They
are going to be good, sincere, dedicated, hardworking people
who represent special interests u l t i m a t e l y . Now wh at
happens in here?. What happens in here is you and I know we
tend to go one way or another depending upon the p r e s s u re ,
the power, the arguments of this special interest group or
that. Spec al interest groups are wonderfu l . The y ar e a
part of the whole process but they are also something else.
They are special interest, their own special interest.
Unless you have a system that is ultimately accountable, and
you can only have that if you have an elected official,
quite frankly. He may be the worst twit you ever elected or
she bu t i t u l t i ma t e l y i s the only way our system in this
country has gotten to have accountability, and you have
taken that away if you don't adopt an amendment of this
sort . You h ave got t o have some system ultimately that
f unnels i n t o a c c ount ab i li t y a n d y o u o n l y g i v e t h a t b y g i v i n g
that Governor the power to remove that director, the person
that controls it. There is another reason and t h i s i s eve n
a more important one. If you wil l go h i s t or i c al l y t o t ho se
types of business entities in different states where you
give too much business control, and I am as probusiness I
think as anyone, but if you give too much business control,
instead of promoting economic development, t hey h a ve a
tendency to do something else. Believe or not, business
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