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commission. The commission then becomes the government of
economic development of the state. Is that good or bad, I
don't k n ow. The premise for doing it, though, the premise
for doing it is this, the economic development has been so
screwed up b y eve r y b o dy t hat h a s been in that particular
o ff i ce , and I am j u st sp i t t i ng it out pretty straight
because I think that is behind the scenes what it is all
about, but it has been handled so disastrously, so
incompetently by whoever was there, t hat somehow we ar e
frustrated enough to change the system, and the question is
whether changing the system to create another minigovernment
independent of the Governor, therefore, independent of
accountab i l i t y , i s t h at a go o d p o l i cy , and I d o n ' t kn o w . I
d o know we are v e r y r a p id l y taking the last vestiges of any
control the Governor, whoever he or she i s , whoev er t h at
Governor of the future has to make any p o l i c y or any
direction of this state. I f I wer e go i ng t o g i v e you an
analogy , i f I we re go i n g to give you an analogy of how
government in Nebraska operates, it would be t o compare u s
with the country of Poland. If you go back and look at the
historical, the historical picture of Poland over a thousand
year pe r i o d , t h e we a k ness a nd the problem they always got
into and why they were always getting defeated was because
they had diluted their power to where their top l eader was
never ever, never ever anything other than a figurehead, and
they had so many, many divisions of government, they could
never co n c en t r a t e a n d go a single d i r e c t i o n, and w e ar e
doing that a lot in Nebraska. You may remember when Charlie
Thone w a l ke d i n h e re , and after a p retty good study
concluded we had to consolidate, and so he tried to get some
control over Games and Parks.

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR DECAMP: He tried to get some control over different
agencies of government, and you remember what h appened. He
folded just like J.J. folded before h i m , j u st l i ke , q ui t e
frankly, Governor Kerrey folded this year in trying to get
h is p r o g ram t h ro u g h . There is no gubernatorial power to
ever get a direction. Therefore, for all practical
purposes, t h er e h as nev e r been, at least in th e l a st
20 years , an y d i r ec t i on . A nd so I ask yo u t o con s i d e r , and
again I am no t sa yi ng it is good or bad, I ask you to
consider whet he r we a r e go i ng to complete the process and
maintain the Governor as simply a figurehead by such things
as taking this last area, economic development, a nd tu r n i n g
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