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aye, opposed nay. Rec o r d , M r. C l e r k , p l ea s e .

C LERK: 18 ay e s , 0 nays on ad o p t i o n of Senato r Land i s ' s
amendment to the committee amendments.

SPEAKER NICHOL: N o w we a re b a c k t o . ..the amendment to the
committee amendments is adopted. Now we are b ack t o S e n a to r
DeCamp, yes, back to the committee amendments.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President, I would like to discuss with
the entire body the whole concept of economic development
and the governorship and the direction we are taking. I am
not necessarily agreeing or disagreeing with the amendment
but I do think it is important you understand the direction
we a r e t ak i ng b eca us e I th ink i t i s goi ng to s e t a
precedent, and let me explain it this way. The Governor of
the State of Nebraska, no matter who it is, by virtue of our
Constitution and our laws and the way we have set things up
has very, very little power to ac t u a l l y i mp l e ment any
program he or she may ever come up with, a nd tha t r e a son f o r
that is because almost everything, almost everything is
independent of the Governor. Now that is a fact of life and
it may be the way we want to keep it and it may be th e way
we want to develop it in the future, but as a practical
matter, other than the rhetoric, a Governor is very much
l ike t h e K i n g o f En gl a n d i n t h i s state. They can talk and
they can cut ribbons, but in terms of power, t hey don ' t h av e
a l ot . Now we wou l d agree, I think, that economic
development is a very important thing that this state i s
going to have to deal with in the future, a nd the ques t i o n
then becomes, in the one area, the one area a mong ver y f e w
where p o we r t o t he Governor still exists, economic
development, through the control of the appointments there,
do we w ant t o continue that direction of keeping the
Governor as a f i gu r e h ead or do we want that Governor of the
future to actually h ave rea l p o wer . W e h a v e a bill before
us, I think Senator Landis is promoting i t , s u p p o r ti n g i t ,
and it has to do with giving the Governor more power, more
contro l b y ap po i n t i n g I t h i nk the Executive Secretary, in
other words, the effective controlling agent of a number of
these commissions. T his bill goes in the exact opposite
direction and it takes the Governor out of the economic
development process fo r all practical pu rposes. The
Governor i s i nvo l v e d , j u st l i ke t h e Le gi s l at u r e i s , i n t h e
o rig i na l i mp l e ment a t i o n o f the director, but then he is
taken out and it is turned over, it is turned over to a
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