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ycu can't see a child until you can pay for t he chi l d . I t
says that in the event there is visitation, they may order
it. This is not a matter of buying a ticket but it is a
matter where a child's necessities aren't being paid for. A
grandparent who has muscled their way into t his v i s i t a t i o n
relationship might then be a potential guarantor. T here i s
nothing about can't see and can't pay in the language at all
and I would suggest for the body rather than to accept that
characterization from it, you actually read the language.
It is not anything other than permissive l anguage t h a t
allows a court to make an award, just as a c o ur t may award
when it needs to for a child's best interests support from a
noncustodial parent. This is a tricky, tricky, difficult
area and if you think that this is a problem, if you are
u nwill ing t o d o t h i s , then I a sk y o u t o g o b ack and say t o
yourself , a r e you wi l l i ng to i mpose vis i t a t i o n an d i f so ,
what is the difference? Why are you wil l i n g t o i mp o se
visi t a t i o n bu t no t th e pot e n t i a l pe r m iss ive requirement of
support when a child's necessities aren't being met'? And I
would suggest to you that probably your reason i s b e c ause
grandparents v ote and ch ildren don' t, because the
grandparents sit up in these galleries a nd send you l e t t e r s
ard say, we are wa t c h ing you. And they say, give me, give
me this right, let me go to court, let me ta ke a
recalcitrant son-in-law to court and obtain visitation to
t he chi l d r en . I f you g r an t one , l og i c a l l y y o u should grant
the other. If you c hoose not to grant t he one , whi c h I
understand, I a.ik you to think about why you ar e g r a n t i n g
the other. And, unfortunately, I t h i n k i t wi l l co me down to
raw, political power that is the only r ational d i s t i n c t i o n
between the two and why this body w i l l rush t o gi ve
grandparents one set of rights but they won't give them the
same obligations that they require parents who ar e i n
exactly the same situation. I ask for the adoption of the

SPEAKER NICHOL: The question is the adoption of the Landis
amendment. All those in favor v ote aye, opposed nay . Ha v e
you all voted that care to? Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

C LERK: 1 3 a y es , 2 2 n a y s , Mr. President, on adoption of the

SPEAKER NICHOL: The motion fails. D o you have anything t o
r ead in , Mr . C le r k ?
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