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SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Smith, please.

SENATOR SMITH: T h ank you, Mr. President. S enator L and i s ,
on the surface I think that, you know, your amendment looks
like a good idea to me and I did have to vote because I did
feel that it was germane even though I am opposed to this
amendment. When I looked at it at first I thought this
could be an a cc e p ta b le thing sorting out those s o-cal l e d
troublemakers that we have been talking about he re t od ay
from those truly caring and c oncerned g r andparent s . But
then the more I thought about it, I asked some questions and
sitting here discussing it with Senator Higgins and Senator
Scofield, we are wondering if this might be possibly a
discrimination against low income grandparents. I n o t h e r
words, o nl y t h os e peop l e wh o can afford to pay for the
support of their grandchild then should have the right. Is
that what you are saying? So that raises a question for me.
I f i t i s ba sed on ab i l i t y t o p ay , then I think we are
discriminating here. And then the other question that I
would have on your amendment is, for how long a period of
time? Do you mean by this that, you know, you are talking
about the grandparent should support the grandchild while
t hey are v i si t i ng t he m, p r o v i d i n g a l l t ho s e k i n d s o f t h i ng s
that we would think of that they should provide? O r are y o u
speaking o a permanent situation and if so, how l on g i s
permanent? Would you respond to those questions because I
feel this is very vague.

SENATOR LANDIS: Are you yielding to me for a question?

SENATOR SMITH: Ye s .

SENATOR LANDIS: Th a n k you . With respect to the question of
discrimination, the issue of low income is no t n o w a ba r t o
support requirements f or fathers. What i s t ak e n i n t o
account by a court is an ability to pay. They wi l l se t wi t h
respect to the means of a person paying, but they, just as a
low income father, will have a visitation right. A low
income father may also have a child support obligation and
you don't lose that visitation right by be i ng , i n fa ct , l ow
income. Low income people now have support and visitation
rights. Secondly, with respect to the.

. .

SENATOR SMITH: Now w ait a minute. Just a minute, Senator
Landis. You mean to tell me that let's say you are talking
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