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issue. As we move through this s ession, t h e r e ar e pe o p l e
who are going to try to amend bills to get ot her
propositions before the Legislature because that will be the
only way they can do it. And we know that the type of
rul in g b e i n g g i v en b y t he Spea ke r now wou l d not b e
acceptable at that time. So it becomes a question of how
the Chair is going to be manipula ted b y whoever s i t s i n i t .
There s h o u l d b e an eve nh a ndedness, t here sho u l d b e a
consistency and there should be a judiciousness about the
way these rulings are made. To sa y t hat supp o r t and
v is i t a t i on ar e f o r ei gn t o e ach o t h e r i s p rep os t e r o u s ,
totally illogical. It doesn't follow the principles of
general logic and certainly not the logic of the statutes.
It does not follow the logic of court decisions. I t does
not f o l l o w t h e l og i c i nhe r e n t i n t he word "germane" . That
means things are related to each other. I w i l l t e l l y ou
what, when we h ave a situation where t he Cha i r ge t s
embroi led in these kind of issues a nd makes a ru l i ng b a s e d
not on the merits but on the clock, then it forces other
people who don't have the prerogatives of the C hair t o u s e
the rules in a way to bring some measure of f ai r n ess b a c k
intc the proceedings. And I , f o r on e , wi l l do i t . I
clipped an article that I want to show the Legislature
because it had to do with the way certain I eople in Congress
wanted to cut off debate and stop amendments and change the
rules so that the lead rship,as i t i s c a l l ed , wi l l h ave
more power in stopping those discussions and those issues
that the leadership does not w ant p r o l o nged . And t h e r e w a s
o ne or t w o s e n a t o r s whv said that those who are not i n t he
majority have a point of view which ought to be heard and to
try to incorporate into the rules the power to st ifle
dissent is no t the w ay a l eg i s l a t i ve a sse mb l y should
operate. Now, at the national level, that per so n p r o b a b ly
has access to the m edia and can cr e a t e enou g h pub l i c
notoriety, attract those in the media who understand the
seriousness of the issue to prevent that from happening at
t he na t i o n a l l ev el . But the same is not true at the state
level. We have generalists, as I have often said, instead
of journalist who often miss the significant and important
issues and the Chair can rely on th at . He kno w s t he y a r e
t i r e d n o ~ a n d t h e y w i l l be asleep and there will never be a
consider :. oi b y an yb o d y i n t he media of how inconsistent
these ru ing". are, how the politics are clear, they jump out
and s . - =earn a t you . And this is one of those political
i ssue'.s , i ' i n my op i n i o n , i t wa s a p o l i t i ca l r u l i ng a nd t h e
Legisla . i s a political body. But the Chair is supposed
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