
March 14, 1 98 6 LB 105

SENATOR CARSTEN: Ti me . Thank you . Sen at or Vi ck er s ,
please.

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President and members, I thought we
had fought this battle on General File. I w a s p r e p a red t o
not even ask for a machine vote on th i s b i l l beca us e I
thought the bill had been at least put in somewhat of a
better position with some of the amendments that were
adopted on General File. But here we have a situation where
the proponents thought, you know, we gave a little but we
d idn' t n e e d t o , we' ve got the strength, we c a n t u r n ar ou n d
and add some more things back to it. N ow, I t h i nk . . . I d on ' t
know whether any of you were listening to Senator Chambers
or not. I suspect those of you -hat have been convinced you
had ought to vote for this hill probably weren' t . Bu t t h e
fact of the matter is if one of your children do not choose
to meet their responsibilities in terms of marrying once a
child is there, then why should you have the abi l i t y t o go
to court if your child hasn't met the responsibilitiesg
What responsibilities do you have to go to court t o t r y t o
i nte r j ec t y o u r s e lf i nt o t ha t s i t u at i on ? I t h i n k you h a v e
v ery l i t t l e . I t h i nk you h ave ve r y l i t t l e . I t h i nk you
have a difficult time in making that decision in terms of a
d ivorce , when t h e r e i s an i m o s i ty i nv o l v e d . N ow, obvious l y ,
it is always going to be when there is animosity. I t is
always going to be when there is animosity. So you are
having a situation now where the child has not even...his
parent has not even chosen to get married and yet you have
the grandparents, the grandparents s aying , we h a v e som e
rights, we don't care that our c hil d d i d n ' t ge t m a r ri e d , w e
don' t c a r e t h at there is some animosity here, we are g o i n g
t o st i l l f i l e t h i s pet i t i on . Now, ca r r y t ha t a st ep
further. Carry it a step further. L et ' s s ay tha t y o u h a v e
a situation where your daughter was gotten pregnant by a
young man a n d fo r wh a t e v e r r ea so n , everybody knew w h o t h e
father was, but they decided not to get married. Five y e a rs
later or ten years later your daughter is happily married,
happily married to some man that was wi l l i ng t o t ake o n t h e
responsibilities of your daughter's child, maybe even adopt
that child, give that child his name. M aybe t h e y h a v e g o t
other c h i l d r e n b y t h i s p oi n t i n t i me . N ow al l o f a sudd e n
here comes a petition to your d aughter and h er hu sb a nd
asking for visitation rights by grandparents who hadn't even
been involved at all. That is what you are opening the door
to. That is what you are opening the door to. Now, I d o n ' t
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