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Vickers, you are next, but before you start if I m ay, t h e
Chair d oes h a ve t h e p l ea s u r e of announcing as guests of
Senator Haberman in the south balcony 70 students from Big
Springs with parents and sponsors and principal. Yesterday
I u n d e r s t an d t he y b e a t Mi l l i g an so I su s p ec t t h ey ar e
celebrating, and we indeed are honored, a nd we l come you t o
the Nebraska Unicameral and hope that you have a pleasant
day. Would you rise so that we may recognize you, p l e a se .
S enator V i c k e rs , p l e a s e .

SENATOR VICKERS: We ll, Mr. President and members, I , t oo ,
rise to oppose the Hartnett motion. I would hasten to add,
however, as I understand the Hartnett motion, that it does
have the...the operating date is after t he s tudy i s d o n e s o
I am appreciative of Senator Hartnett for doing it that way,
but t h i s po i nt s o ut I t h i n k , this points out the problems
that the Education Committee has been trying t o dea l w i t h .
I think it strengthens the points that Senator Baack and I
made a little bit earlier, and that is that there are those
competing interests out there and that ther~­a re t ho s e
districts that are saying that the Educational Service Unit
does not necessarily provide the services that they desire,
or that the costs of ~-crating that Educational Service Unit
is more than that pa~' icular school district needs for the
services that they do n eed. So I u nde r st an d Senator
Hartnett's objective and I guess I t h i n k t h a t h i s ob j e ct i v e
to some degree at least is probably consistent with the
study . I gu e s s I wo u l d l i ke to suggest to you that because
this was, as I indicated to you earlier, t hi s was a p r o p osa l
advanced b y t h e Ed uca t i on Committee and I do n't know
whether...I don't think Senator Johnson mentioned i t , bu t I
know the other members of the Education Committee, as
Senator Johnson well remembers, the frustration that we had,
but I think we have got their attention now. We have got
everybody's attention and that was the purpose of the
Education Committee advancing that proposal, was to make
sure that everybody understood that we had a sev e r e p r ob l e m
and that we had to address it. As fa r as I am con c e r n e d ,
and I think Senator Johnson articulated that as well, as f a r
as I am concerned, that purpose h as been ach i e v ed . I do n ' t
think we need to go the next step, but I will say this. If
that study committee is not balanced and does not do its job
as I think it ought to do, then we are going to be right
back facing this same question again. We are go ing t o be
right back facing this same question again. How do we allow
a mechanism? And we are not East Germany. We do not force
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