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closing . We ar e i ~ w v o t i ng on the Vickers amendment as
amended. All those n favor will vote aye, those opposed
will vote no. Record, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 30 aye s , 0 nay s , Mr. President, on adoption of
Senator Vickers' amendment.

S ENATOR CARSTEN: S e n a t o r Vickers' amendment is adopted.
Before w e p r oc e ed , i f you will permit me, I have t he
pleasure of announcing guests of Senator Baack in the north
balcony this morning. Sponsors and 8 students f rom Leyton
Hxgh with their teacher. They are in the north balcony. We
welcome you to the Nebraska Legislature. I f you woul d r i se ,
we would be happy tc welcome you, please. D o you h a v e
anything further?

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Hartnett would move to amend
the bill and his amendment is on page 1305 of the Journal.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Senator Hartnett, please.

S ENATOR HARTNETT: M r . Spe a k e r , members of the body, my
amendment is found on page 1305 and what it does is it
simply allows school districts to opt out of the ESUs if
they so desire, if the board of education so d esires a s o f
May t h e 1s t , 198 8 . I n th e m e a n t i me , we wi l l have two
l egi s l a t i v e ses si o n s. We wil l h a v e t he st ud y which I
support before that time and I think we have to look at the
history of ESUs. W hen the ESUs came in in 1 965, t hey we r e
to do away with the county system. That really has not
happened. We still have the county systems. We have the
ESUs and so I think that this, what I am proposing is that
this is the first time that boards of education, local
boards of edu c a t i o n wil l b e ab l e t o ev al u a t e what t h e E S Us
do for them, and I think this is very important. I k now
t hat ESUs have b o a r d s and I think I would ask you if you can
name the members of your b oard . And so I t h i nk that
all...there should be evaluations I think before a 20-year
period , a n d so f or t h . An d so I t h i n k t h e bo t t om l i ne , I
think, the boards of education will b e making i s , i s ESUs
providing adequate service at a r easonable c o s t . We d o h a v e
in this state and we did have at one time where counties
could get out of ESUs by a vote and that h as been s t r i ck e n
out, and so forth, but the ESUs at first were to replace
counties and that has not happened, and so forth, so I think
that we should give local boards of education the vote to
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