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as far as tax exemptions, that is very true. The one t h a t
we d i d adv a nc e t h i s ye ar was the auction bill, as we
considered would be a tax exemption but it was an exemption
because they are people who have very little funds do need
that auction for survival, and I felt it was proper and the
committee felt it was proper, but we also killed some
revenue paying bills. One of them w as a sa l e s t a x o n f o o d ,
just a small item for conservation purposes. T hat w a s
killed. And that happened to b e my b i l l . And I do f ee l
that if we are going to broaden i t , w e s h o u l d l o o k a t t h i s .
E veryone should pay and t h e r e a re many people who do no t p a y
much sales tax even though we do tax a lot of items and
e veryone w o u l d pa y on f oo d . Now I f ee l t h i s sho u l d be
looked into. W e did exempt it back a few years or three
years ago and, basically, we exempted it, and I voted for
the exemption, because i t was almost neutral. W e were
paying back to the individuals about the same amount that we
were collecting, and it seemed foolish to me t o go t h r o u gh
the process when we were not really getting any reward f o r
it, and it was proper then to take it out, and then let' s
take another look at it a nd see wh e t h e r w e c a n ' t come up
with a real bill to help us finance state government. I
also know that I have supported the income that is necessary
to produce income to operate the State of Nebraska. I don' t
t hink you h ave e ve r s ee n me say that we w i l l n ot sup p o r t i t
and I can assure you that I am also paying it so it isn' t
because I am not paying it but I am. So I am not going to
support the kill motion. I think we should address this
subject and I am afraid that we will lose the bill anyway
but I feel that it should be a ddressed and t a k e a h a r d l oo k
at it and see whether we can't come up with something here
to help us I t hink we have torealize that we do need some
tax increase, and that if we eliminate some here t h a t w e ar e
going to have to find it in another source, and I am willing
t o p a y m y ow n. I a l so h ad an individual, comes to the
Revenue Committee at a hearing, he didn't testify but I was
w ishing he woul d h a v e , a nd he was f r o m Senato r Ro d J o h nson ' s
District. He put it on the computer, the amount of sales
tax he p ay s fo r r ep ai r s and implements, and i n t h at
particular year he said he only bought a motor for an
irrigation pump, other than that it was al l r ep ai r s , and he
paid $670 worth of sales tax. So that tells you t hat t he
farmers are paying a lot of sales tax in this particular
a rea, N o w N ~ l ~n n ha s g i v e n me some figures here that says
that they are really paying quite a bit, even more than I
mentioned, but it would vary according to farmers. There
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