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city sales tax. It has been a mended so now the y c an h a v e
1 1/2 percent city sales tax. I told Senator Vard Johnson
after that bill advanced that if that was going to happen I
was going to fight for every exemption I can get for those
o f us t hat don ' t l i v e i nsi de of an incorporated city or
v i l l a g e b ec a us e I t h i nk t hi s Leg i s l a t u r e i s mak i ng a
decision, consciously or unconsciously, that we are going to
broaden the tax base but only for certain purposes, o nly f o r
certain uses and, quite frankly, only for certain people.
Now I am a resident of the State of Nebraska. Now I will
willingly pay the taxes necessary to operate the State of
Nebraska. I wi l l wi l l i ng l y b roaden th e tax b ase if
necessary to pay f or the operations of the State of
Nebraska, but I object to broadening the tax base to pay for
operations of something that I am not a resident of. So I
want y o u t o unde r s t a nd , I am going to vote to advance
LB 219, not necessarily based on the fact that I think it is
good tax policy because I don't think it is. I don't think
i t i s go od t ax po l i cy i n t e r ms o f the operations of the
state , b u t i t i s t h e on l y t h i ng I can do if we are going to
use the sales tax to help support every city or village of
this state. Now I know there are those people who will say,
well, you rural people come to the towns and you u s e o u r
parks and u s e ou r s t r eet s an d u s e our l i b r a r i e s . I wi l l
remind you, the reason we come to town is to buy something
from those folks in town. So i t s e ems t o m e w e a re a l l i n
this situation together. I f t hey a r e wi l l i ng t o g i v e up
their local option to sales tax, then I am wil l i n g t o gi ve
up this exemption. Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President and members, I agree with
several of the preceding speakers, Senator Vickers, Senator
R od Johnson, and Senato r A r l e n e Ne l s on , and others . Th i s i s
n ot th e k i nd of b i l l up on w h i c h agriculture will rise or
fall. It is not the kind of bill which will determine
w hether or n ot Nebr ask a farmers remain in operation.
Senator Vickers has said, half percent off the interest rate
would probably amount to one heck of a lot more than this
b i l l wi l l do . I want t o j u st po i nt o ut t h a t , you kno w ,
Senator Yard Johnson, it is kind of...it couldn't happen to
a more deserv i n g gu y, yo u happen to be Chairman of the
Revenue Committee at a time when it is tough to find sources
of revenue, and you have historically b een one o f my g o o d
friends on a number of issues where we spend some money, bu t
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