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which is substantially less than what the homeowners have,
the business community has, and Senator Haberman says, that
is not enough. That is not enough, 4 million bucks more.
Give them a b r e ak , $ 4 m i l l i o n more. And I am t i r e d , I am
tired of having come to this floor and saying you have got
to have the business community pay more taxes by extending
the sales tax to business utilities. Y ou have g o t t o h a v e
the smokers pay more taxes by increasing the cigarette tax a
nickel a pac k . Yo u h ave got to have all income taxpayers
pay more taxes by increasing the rate from 19 to 20 percent.
But, no, no, use some of that money to give a $4 million tax
break to f a r mers a n d r a nchers . It is not fair. It is not
fair. A tax system is as good as its basic equity and
fairness and broadness, and if this body continues or
actually resumes a longstanding history of cre ating
exemptions, we create greater u nfairness and gr ea t e r
i nequity and greate r i nj us t i c e . In the last two years, we
have broken with that tradition by expanding the base, and
t o go b a c k t o wh i t t l i n g i t away is a terrible, grievous
mistake, a terrible, grievous mistake. When a businessman
takes his IBM typewriter in to be repaired and the IBM
people put parts on that typewriter, he pays t he sales t a x
on those parts. When a businessperson takes in his printing
press to be repaired or has a mechanic come out and repai r
it and they put the repair parts in, he pays t he sa les t a x
on those parts. Is there any reason, o ther t han po l i t i c a l
muscle, that a farmer who takes in his tractor or his auger
for re p ai r s sh ou l d be treated differently f rom t h e
b usinessperson who e n gages i n the same ac t . Ther e is no
reason whatsoever. It i s a $4 million gift to a community
for five years. We cannot afford it. Other states around
u s in th e m a i n d o no t a l l o w t h i s k in d of exemption. There
is no need for it. It is b ad tax po l i c y . Thi s bi l l sho u l d
be ki l l e d now on General F i l e . You may have promised a vote
to Senator Haberman somewhere along the line. In the sake
of good tax policy, whisper in his ear that you changed your
mind. Vo t e t o ki l l t he b i l l . Don ' t l et t h i s bi l l l i v e .
Your Revenue Committee this year had 60 bi l l s . Fo r t y o f
those bills would create new exemptions in our tax code, and
do you know how many of those advanced to the f loor? H o w
many of them did? One. One bill. We stand firm. We stand
h ard. We st a n d t oug h because we p r o t ect our b as e . We
protect our base. You can't let it be whittled away. I ask
that t h i s b i l l be i nd e f i n i t e l y p o s t poned.

P RESIDENT: I wi l l go do wn t h e l ist o f l i gh t s h e r e now to

9950


