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what you earn. Obviously if you earn less you don't get the
maximum as in any system. But anyway, I believe if you will
check, t ha t i s more, that is mo re than t he r a t e o f
i nf l a t i o n. And so , if anything, they have, by t hos e
numbers, exceeded "the r a t e of inflation" or the cost o f
l i v i ng . I t h i nk a sy st e m o f workmen's comp to be effective
h as to al s o h a v e a s one of its goals not to deliberately
create the malingerer s i tua t i o n . I n ot h er words, t he
situa t i o n i n w h i c h i t b eco mes so f ru i t f u l , so g ood t o st ay
on workmen's comp, that there is no incentive to get back to
the workplace and I think that magic line has to be drawn to
devoid creating that condition.

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR DECAMP: I think Nebraska has pretty well got that
l ine d r awn . Fi n al l y , t he m o s t important point I would make
is this. Irrespective of what the increases are i n t h e
bill, irrespective of whether the amount should be 225, 250,
300 or whatever, the essence of this bill is not necessarily
a n i n c r e a se . Th e esse n c e of this bill is a change of
systems to the COLA system and the COLA system i s an
automatic increase based upon the rates of, not inflation,
but t h e ave r age wage. And i n Neb r aska t hat wi l l
traditionally be more than the rate of inflation because of
the groups that is composed of...the workmen's comp class in
N ebraska doesn' t i n cl u d e such people as farm labor, doesn' t
include baby-sitters and domestics. T h erefore, the class
that i s i nv o l v e d t r a d it i on a l l y h a s a h i g h e r a v e r age i n c r e a se
in their annual wage than the rate of inflation.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Time.

SENATOR DECAMP: I ur ge y o u t o k i l l t h e bi l l .

SENATOR CARSTEN: The q u e s t i on i s , sha l l LB 958 be
indef i n i t e l y p os t p o ned? All those in...a call of the house
has been requested . All t h o s e i n f av or o f go i n g un d er c a l l
wil l vo t e ay e , t ho se opposed will vote no. Record, M r .

CLERK: 17 ayes, 2 nays to go under call, Mr. President.

SENATOR CARSTEN: The house i s u nd e r ca l l . Wil l a l l t he
senators please return to your desks and push y ou r g r ee n
button. Those that are not in the Chamber, please return

Clerk .
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