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workmen's comp. A nd i f t hey do , i t i s onl y b ecause i t ' s a
strategic choice so they can have their own bill to oppose a
raise of any larger amount. There is no magnanimity in this
fight. It is a tooth and nail struggle on each and every
issue that moves the equilibrium one way or the other. It
seems to me that all there has been out of that is a kind of
a dog fight that waits, hopefully, unti l so me k in d of an
electoral opportunity comes up, and then that, too, creates
even greate r pr es s ures for doing something t hat i s
polit i c a l l y acc e ptable a s op posed to what systematically
should be the way we do business here. This is not, by the
way, the cost of living that we think of, which i s t i ed t o
consumption patterns. The consumer price index is based, as
you know, on pr i ces . Th a t i s different than an index based
on wages. Wa ges are based on productivity. They are not
based on consumption patterns or supply patterns from
foreign countries. If you are talking about a cost of
l i v i n g i n d e x i t i s mu c h b e t t e r , i n my mind, that it be tied
to the actual market cost of labor, not the prices of the
c onsumer pr i c e i nde x . So it seems to me that this i s no t
nearly as dangerous an index, if that is the argument. And
the analogy that Senator DeCamp makes to federally impose
COLAs really is a different index than this one. I
represent north Lincoln. North Lincoln is the 44th poorest
district in the State of Nebraska. I r e p r e sent people who
s ell t h e i r l ab o r . It is a blue collar district. They don' t
have a lot of ownership or equity in businesses. They
probably don't have a high profile of stock benefits.

SENATOR CARSTEN: One minute.

SENATOR LANDIS: Wl;at they do is they get up in the morning,
they put on their work clothes, they go out, they work with
their hands, they are skilled craftsmen perhaps, but tl ey
s ell t h e i r l ab o r . If they get banged up, if t hey can' t d o
their labor they have lost their wealth-making power.
Workmen's comp is the only way that they c an keep t h e i r
wealth-making machinery, if you wi l l , t oget he r . And
a nything that cut s into their purchasing p ower, the
purchasing power of that w ealth-making abi l i t y pai ns t h e m
and, of cour s e , p a i n s me. Over time, not the l ast t h r ee
years, but the historical trend of those very hard political
fights has been to minimize the purchasing power of workmen
comp benefits. The purchasing power, t oday, i s . . .

S ENATOR CARSTEN: T i me .
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