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3 3 percent , a n o ther 33 p e rcent . I don't believe Nebraskans
are ready to accept that,...

S ENATOR CARSTEN: T i m e .

SENATOR DECAMP: ...more important I don ' t t hink you ar e
ready to change the system. I' ll say more later if there is

SENATOR CARSTEN: I' ve got a listhere. I' ll go down the
list. This is on the motion to indefinitely postpone.
Senator La n d i s , d o you wish to speak to the motion to
indef i n i t e l y p o s t p one?

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Senator Carsten, I do. I oppose
t he k i l l mo t i on and I ' ve b e e n in the Legislature eight
years. I wonder if those are the same eight years that
Senator DeCamp was in the Legislature because I feel as if
there has been a characterization t hat t h e r e h as b e e n a
magnanimous choice on the part of the Legislature, and the
business community, and the labor community to a dopt t h e s e
mechanisms which Senator DeCamp indicates are liberalities
i n t he way w e do busi n e s s on economic...I'm sorry, on
workmen's comp. I used to work for the Legislature before I
w as here i n t he b o d y . I was a r esea r c her f o r on e o f t h e
committees. I was in the committee room when the idea that
a wo r k er c o u ld go t o h i s own doctor for diagnosis and
treatment, instead of going to the company d octo r . And I
want to tell you that room didn't need any heating, it was
plenty hot in that room to b egin w i t h . I f t hi s was a
magnanimous gesture of system making, in which we sat around
quietly and decided to make this trade off between the
benefit package as opposed to t he pr ocedures t h a t w e r e g o ne
through, that is crazy. That wasn't the way it was at all.
It was a dog fight. It was a scrap all the way. A n d t h e
idea that a worker could go to his own d octor was r e s i s t e d
tooth and nail by the same lobbying forces that keep this
benefit low. We may have some provisions that have worked
into the system, that have worked some justice into the
system, it is true. But it is not because we simply sat
a round and de c i d e d let's be fair, we' l l t a k e i t out o f t h e
benefit package, we' ll put it over on the o t h e r s i de . They
were initially not there and they were fought for by labor,
just as they have to fight every year, or eve r y o t h e r y e a r
for some kind of benefit increase. Nobody walks in from the
other si de and say s , hey, this is the ye ar t o raise

t ime.
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