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v ot in g y e s .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 2 5 ayes , 0 n ays on adoption of th e co mmittee
amendments, Mr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: The comm ittee amendments are ado pted.
Senator Vickers, back to the bill.

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President, the bill I think was pretty
well e x pl ai n e d z n m y e xp l a n a t i on o f t h e committee amendments
but I wou l d l i k e t o ex p l a i n i t j u s t a l i t t l e bit further.
There ha s b e e n a c on s i d e r a b l e amount of concern by the.

. .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Th e c al l i s r a i s e d .

SENATOR VICKERS: . ..members of this Legislature and others
about the large amounts of money that we spend i n h i gh er
e ducation in t h e State o f Nebraska and we do sp end a
considerable amo unt of our b udget . A c ons i d er ab l e
percentage of our state budget goes for higher e ducat i o n
plus we, obviously, have some property tax monies as wel l
that goes to hi gher education in the tech school areas.
There ha s b een a g r owi ng con c e r n , I h a ve s ens e d , t h at we
need to have some ability to take a picture of what we have
in terms of higher ed ucation in the State of Nebraska in
general and then some means to project what we want t o h ave
into the future. And I guess I view this particular bill
as. . . a n d I know i t i s an ove r w o r k e d t e r m , p ar t i cu l a r l y i t i s
overworked in this session, but I really believe that it
does have something to do with the economic development of
the State of Nebraska. I have made the arguments that the
Si l i c o n Val l ey i n Ca l i f or n i a d i d n ' t h appen bec aus e o f t he
nice weather around Palo Alto. I t h a p p e ne d b ec au s e t h er e
had been some specific plans and directions set forth by
Stanford University and others in that area to develop some
programs xn some areas to help the economic development of a
certain industry. It s eems to me that we could use those
same kinds of goals or same kinds of m e chanisms to help
bring that about in higher education. We do , I thank, need
t hat a bi l i t y c on s i de r i ng the amount of funds that we spend
t o p l a n c o l l ec t i v e l y , and t hat i s a l a r g e p ar t of 1172 .
Also, we need the ability to plan as to the specific needs
of what we have right now. Now, I wa n t t o a l so ex p l ai n t o
you the way I view the process working. It seems to me that
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