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amendment to the committee amendments?

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Vickers, the committee amendments.

SENATOR VICKERS: Am I on the c ommittee amendments or my

SPEAKER NICHOL: Which one did you wish to take first?

SENATOR VICKERS: Well, I t hi nk I wou l d l i k e t o t ake t h e
committee amendments and then my amendment to the committee
amendments following that if that is okay.

SPEAKER N I CHOL: Al l r i gh t , we wi l l be on t h e committee

S ENATOR VICKERS: O ka y . The commit t e e . . . we l l , first of all,
i n o r de r t o exp l ai n the committee amendments I nee d t o
explain the bill a little bit. LB 1172 is the b i ll that I
referred to in debate out here a few other times because of
some o f t he con cer n raised by som e memb e rs o f t h e
Legislature about the lack of coordination, t he l a ck o f
cooperation and the lack of understanding, quite frankly, of
what i s g oi ng on o r not going on in all of higher e ducat i o n
in the State of Nebraska. So 1172 is a bill that, f i r s t of
all, wipes out the current Coordinating Commission as we now
have it. The current Coordinating Commission is r eplaced b y
an Agency of Higher Education a nd P l a n n i n g a n d R e v iew . Now,
the director of that agency would be a code level director
appointed by the Governor and under that agency's direction
would be a coup l e o f different branches. The f irst one
would b e a p l ann i ng s i d e of t h e agen c y a n d t h e secon d o ne
t he r e v i e w s i de . The r e v i e w s i de wou l d b e c onducte d by a
Citizens Advisory Committee basically structured af te r t h e
current Coordinating Commzssj.on. As a matter of fact, there
is some language in the bill that indicates that the c ur r e n t
Coordinating Commission could be named as that Ci tizens
Advisory Committee. The o t h e r p a r t of t he a g e nc y i s t h e
planning part of th e age ncy and there is established a
Planning Council made up of representatives of all of higher
education, both public and p r i v a t e , and t h e pu r po s e o f t h at ,
o f c o u r s e , x s t o hav e a mechanism wher eb y w e c an p l a n h i g h e r
ducation from the broad statewide perspective. Fina l l y ,
there is also given to this director the authority to plan
from a regional perspective, to be able to look across s ta t e
l ines to enter into reciprocal agreements o r t o h el p
i ns t i t ut i o ns en t er into reciprocal agreements and a l so t o
enter into compacts with other states. Now, the committee

amendments then.
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