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there, but a nursing home can go through your life savings
and then right now just say, okay, suc k e r , we ' ve g ot a l l
y our money, ou t y o u go . And the poor elderly person is out
and as any specialist in gerontology w il l t e l l yo u, t o m o v e
them from a residence that has become their home to them can
be a very traumatic thing and t h at ' s w h a t hap p e ned in
Senator Withem' s district and that' s what happens sometimes
in other districts. So I t h i n k as l ong as you have the
understanding t h i s b i l l w il l t e l l t he nur s i n g ho mes , l o o k ,
when you take a patient, that's f ine . A n d when you' ve gone
through 50 , 000 o r 60 o r 40 o r 30 o r wh a t e v e r , a nd I ' m s u r e
t his b i l l of Senat o r W i t h e m i s p r o b a b l y g o i n g t o cause t h e
nursing homes to ask for a financial statement before they
take your parents in or your grandparents or your paraplegic
son that was injured in an automobile accident. They may
very well want to know how much money have you got before
they decide to take you.

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR HIGGINS: And t hose nur s i n g h om es wil l h a v e t he
p riv i l e g e o f say i n g , n o , y o u ' d o n ly be here t w o year s an d
then you' d go through what you' ve got so we won' t take you.
They wi l l st i l l h ave t h e opportunity not to take Medicaid
patients, but those nursing homes that are now t aking
Medicaid would still be taking them and the other nursing
homes that don't take Medicaid patients now, they won't have
to under this hill unless they agree to take t he person i n
the first place. So I t hin k t h ey ' l l l o ok at i t p r et t y
s trongl y an d t he y ' l l say, t h i s g uy h as n ' t g ot a mi l l i on
d ol l a r s .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Time.

S ENATOR HIGGINS: S o I wi l l sup p o r t the bill on that basis.
Thank you, Mr. P re s i d e n t .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Labedx, please.

S ENATOR LABEDZ: Th a n k y ou , Mr . S p e aker . I , t o o , r i se i n
support of LB 782 because I agree wholeheartedly with what
Senator Higgins has just said. I a l so h ave a s i s t e r - i n- l a w
that I took into the nursing home about a year and a ha l f ,
two years ago, and at that t ime she h a d, I t h i nk , about
30,000 in the bank. That money is just about gone and she
will have to go on to Medicaid because she is paying $1,500
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