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might put a question to Senator Withem on this. I s i t
possible to really legislate how a business, you know,may
operate or that they take care of so many patients and so on
and so forth...maybe Senator Withem doesn't see this bill in
doing that, really takes away the rights of a private
business to say what patients they are going to take care of
o r h o w t h e y ar e goi ng t o run it. M aybe he feels that
t he. . . enough prevent i o n h a s been taken care of in the bill
without just saying that you absolutely operate your nursing
home on this basis or else, or that the need is great
enough. Maybe Senator Withem would like to respond o n t h e
rest of my time.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, I'd be happy to, Senator Nelson. I
guess, using the free enterprise argument is, you know, an
acceptable p hilosophical position, I recognize t h at.
However, in this particular industry, I don' t k n o w i f y o u
realize how much this particular industry is already
regulated and how well i t i s r e i mb u r s ed . Do you r ea l i ze
that roughly 10 percent of the budget that you' re going to
be voting on next week or the week after is Medicai d money
that goes to nursing homes? Eighty-mi l l i on d ol l a rs a n n u a l ly
of our state budget goes to nursing homes through the
Medicaid program. We do a lot of restrictions on nursing
homes. Senator Higgins, the first year I was down here, had
an exce l l e n t b i l l wh i ch I understand she is having troubles
getting implemented through no fault of her own, but through
the fault of the folks over in the Department of Health, had
an exce l l e n t bi l l t o p ut a lot of restrictions on nurs ing
homes and the way they operate. What we' re doing is we' re
dealing with a very serious societal problem here. We' re
d eal ing w i t h a p r o b l e m on how i n the world, when we all get
old and we all start to run out of money, how we' re going to
be taken car e o f . Th at ' s a h uge, huge pr ob l e m . Se n a t o r
Vickers ha d a b i l l i n He al t h a n d We l f a r e t o deal with that
question. I had this bill. We' ve all kind of backed away
on trying to come up with the big solutions to i t an d wha t
I 'm say i ng in this is, let's at least take care o f t h o s e
i ndi v i d u a l s wh o h ave g one i n t o a f ac i l i t y , t h at f aci l i t y h as
p rof i t e d q u i t e we l l by t ak i n g al l o f t h ei r p r i v at e m o n ey ,
l et ' s t e l l them at that point, keep the i ndi v i d ua l t he r e ,
k eep t he 90 - yea r - o l d i nd i v i du a l t here , t h e 85- yea r - o l d
individual there, be reimbursed by Medicaid at that point or
find some other system to take care of them. Y e ah , yo u ' r e
right, it is an encroachment on the question of absolute
free enterprise but we' ve already gone so far over that line
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