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C LERK: Mr . Pr e s i d e n t , L B 782 was i n t r od u ced by Senator
Withem. (Title read.) It was first read on J anuary 8 o f
t his year, referred to t h e Health and Human Services
Committee for hearing. The bill was advanced to General
Fi le . Th er e are com mittee amendments pen ding,

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESELY: Ye s , Mr. Speaker, mem bers , L B 782 w a s
brought to the Legislature by Senator Withem and referred to
the Health Committee. We did review this legislation. It
deals with a mandatory minimum number of nursing home beds
dedicated to Medicaid patients. We' ve had, out of the two
hundred and some nursing homes in the state, I be l i ev e s i x
are now all private pay. That is, they do not take any
public's pay patients in their nursing home a nd thus , t h e y
a re abl e t o c h a r g e a h i g h e r rate than they are for Medicaid
which i s set b y st at e statute i n te rms of t he i r
reimbursement. This situation ca used a p r o b l e m i n
P api l l i o n, as Sena t o r W it h e m w il l t e l l you abo u t , and he
b rought i n t hi s b i l l t o r equ i r e 2 0 pe r c en t o f al l b ed s be i n g
dedicated to Medicaid. The committee amendment will reduce
that to 10 percent, but I understand Senator Withem has an
amendment to this that has been worked on b y a number of
people a nd so I ' l l l e ave at this point the rest of
my...well, allow Senator Withem to explain his amendment
which I would support.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Withem, the amendment you had
printed, Senator, I understand you want to w ithdraw t h o s e .
Mr. President, Senator Withem would move to a mend t h e
committee a m endments. (Withem amendment appears on
p ages 1341-42 o f t h e L egi s l at i v e Jo u rn a l . )

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEM: Ye s, Mr. President, members of the body,
although I di d w i t hd r a w t h e amendment that was on page 1298
of the Journal, conceptually, it is still the same thing
that I'm doing here. We have just redrafted i t a s an
amendment to the c ommittee amendments for purposes of
facilitation. Let me talk a little bit about the problem as
Senator Wesely described it. What we' re dealing with h e r e
is probably one of the biggest problems we are going to have
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