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instance. Wouldn't it be great if public r adio cou l d b e
u sed t o a l l ow p e o p l e al l acr o s s ' t h e state 'to enjoy those
performances of the arts that are going to be going on in
the Lied Center without driving, three, four, five hundred
miles t o L i nco l n t o enj o y those? Another example, one of
the programs that has been talked about to be eliminated on
ETV is t he B a c k y ar d F a rmer . It's a very popular program.
It serves its function very well and yet it seems to me it
makes sense to talk about why not do that over radio rather
than do a te levision production. Although that is a
r ela t i v e l y m o des t l y p r i c e d t e l ev i si on p r o d u c t i o n , I t h i n k i t
could be as effectively done at a more cost effective way,
perhaps o v e r pu b l i c ra di o . Th e re a re n u merous ot he r
examples where t h i s wi l l work. Some other people on the
floor have alluded to other groups that t his w i l l ben e f i t .
The elde r l y w i l l ben ef i t by pub l i c r adi o . Blind and print
handicapped people will benefit. Schools will benefit, but,
most importantly, I think the individual citizen of Nebraska
wil l b e n e f i t and t h at i s si mp l y b e c a use o f th e ac ce s s t o
information that people in rural Nebraska simply do not now
h ave a n d t h a t t he y ne e d if they' re going to participate
fully in our society. The essence of a democratic society
is an informed individual participating i n h i s or h e r
government and to deny access to information that shapes our
lives, leaves those of us out there in rural areas at the
mercy of those who have the information that we don't have.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Fifteen seconds.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: That i s i n t o l er a b l e . I ur ge you to
bridge the gap between the east and west. I urge you to
heal a few of the wounds between the east and wes t an d I
believe that public radio is a way to do that at no cost to
current state budgets. T hank you v e r y much .

SPEAKER NICHOL: The q uestion is the advancement of the
bill. All those in favor v ote aye , opp o sed n ay . We ' r e
voting on the advancement of the b i l l . Have y o u a l l v ot ed ?
Record, Nr . Cl e r k , p l ea se . A r e c o r d v o t e h as b ee n asked
f or . Now, t hey wi l l com e i n .

CLERK: (Record vote taken as found on pages 1340-41 of the
Legislative Journal.) 2 8 ayes , 8 n ay s , N r . Pr e s i d e n t , on
the motion to advance the bill.

SPEAKER NICHOL: LB 4 61 i s a d v anced . LB 782 .
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