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concept is one whose time has come in this state. There is
a recent draft report that is soon to be published, out o f
Omaha, in the next month or so. The first item l i s ted i n
terms of vocational disadvantages in Omaha is the following,
the absence of an academic base to support commercialization
research in most new technological fields. We are finding
more and more that we are moving into an information age, an
age in which technology is king, a nd we have n o t p r ov i d e d
for that transition. We have left ourselves b ack i n t er m s
of not developing that research function at the university.
We have not taken those e ntrepreneurs a r ound t h e state that
h ave g o t g o o d i d e a s b u t need that assistance to develop
t hose i d eas i n t o c ommerci a l ly v iable b u s i n e sses . W e ' ve l e t
them make it on their own, and we h a v e n ' t p rov i d e d the
assistance that we should, and we are changing that. We are
changing that with other programs, we' re changing i t w i t h
LB 850. It is time for that change to occur. I t i s n o t on e
that is going to happen overnight, a s Senator No rehead sa i d .
There is now talk of cut t i n g t h e 2 mi l l i on d own t o
1 million. I tend to think that there is far more than
$2 million worth of research projects o ut there. I' m
thinking in terms of the r esearch t h a t h as a l r ea d y been
talked about in a number of areas, optics technology is one.
Senator N o r e head and I, and some other senators, have a
bill, LB 964, to put in a couple of million dollars into
optics research at the university. T hose peopl e a re r e a d y
to move to be a leader in this nation in terms of optics
technology. They are ready to move, but they need resources
to get the job done. Right there you have some ideas that
need to developed, and this authority can provide that
a ssis t ance . You h av e also other educational information
activities, Senator Scofield is going to be talking about
those, coming out, video disc activity, and on , a n d on .
This state has got the know-how, the ability, the research
capability of being an outstanding center in a number of
areas in the nation and i n t he wo r l d . We j ust haven' t
tapped that resource. We haven't developed it, a nd nur t u r e d
i t , a n d h e l p e d i t a s we sh ou l d . That means some investment
of money, but it also means some leadership. This
technology authority, t hi s r e se a r ch and development
authority can pr ovide that leadership. T he c aveats , I
guess, the concerns I would have in terms of the bill, would
just generally be in terms of drafting, not the function,
not the goal, but the questions about how we' ve drafted the
bill, the broadness of the bill, and some concerns about
that. Also, certainly 964 and the optics technology issue
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