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And you all know that when the final analysis comes down we
have to make decisions on priority bills and make our best
judgements on this choice. I then selected LB 850 for a
prior i t y b i l l ove r t he bi l l whi ch I had i nt ro duced, 9 6 4 ,
because the concept is probably a l i t t l e br oa d er , and,
therefore, I felt had more potential for market-driven
economic development in the State of Nebraska on a broader
scope, feeling that many of the ideas in 964 could be
embodied in 85 0. Thi s i s an excit ing a re a and one that a
person could come into, and I hope you, too, w ill g a i n t h e
enthusiasm that I have for this concept. We are breaking
new ground in the State of Nebraska, not in the United
States, but in the State of Nebraska. We are investing on a
long-term basis in an idea that we feel w i l l be v e r y
fruitful for the economy in our state . A n d we have backing
of many organizations, many chambers of commerce and other
entities involved as they have s tudied t h i s i ssu e . And I
t hink y ou , t oo , wi l l g ai n t h i s enthusiasm because of the
potential. Now it is a concept, and being human, as we all
are, we want to hang onto tangibles, or we attempt to always
want to see something tangible. We want to see a building,
or a ga r ment , or a per so n r ather t han a con c e p t . And
concepts are occasionally hard for us to accept. I want to
explain to you the concept embodied in 850 this afternoon,
and hope that you can visualize, on the basis of experience
in other states, what potent ia l t hi s h as. L B 8 5 0 wo u l d
e stabl is h a r e sear c h and development a uthority, a
partnership, if you will, between government and private
industry and education. W e would be capitalizing on three
strengths already in existence in the State of Nebraska. We
would be bringing these forces together to eliminate, if you
will, duplication in the state and maximize our investment.
This authority is designed to evaluate and support and
encourage the development of i deas i n t o v i ab l e v entures ,
businesses, if you will, which translates to jobs, which
translates to money and, if you want to think about it in
this way, the potential for tax dollars for our state, by
bolstering our economy. It is an investment by Nebraskans
for Nebraskans. It is a concept that you will f ind , a s we
go along, is market-driven, does not rely upon just the
ideas of education or the ideas embodied within government
to expand this economy. And I think that is a very, very
important factor to keep in m ind. I t i s mar ke t - d r i v e n .
Again, it is a private, a public s ector , a n d an edu c a t i o n
partnersh ip . Now w e h av e 3 8 pr o g r a ms in 22 other states
which follow, in one way or another, the idea embodied in
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