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completely, but I understand where you' re going, Ern, and ,
yeah, you ' re r i gh t .

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: Th a n k y o u . Members of the Legislature,
w e have t o l o o k no t o n l y at wh a t t he p ol i t i ca l su b d i v i s i o n s
are trying to do, but the interests of the public. Right
now, a political subdivision has f our years o f e x posure f o r
t he f i l i ng o f a c l ai m . I f you sue the p o l i t i ca l sub d i v i si o n
itself you have one year, but the employee and the political
subdivision for all practical purposes merge and you, i f
y ou' re t h e s u b j e c t of negligent damage, have f our years t o
get the political subdivision through the employee. Senator
Hannibal wants to drop that four years to one.

SENATOR LAMB: Your time has expired. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I did turn my light on again, thank you.
To pick up where I left off in this very interesting story,
Senator Hannibal, I mean, Senator Haberman, I'm l ooking a t
you and thinking of him. What Senator Hannibal an d t he
pol i t i c al subd i v i s i o ns wan t t o do is run off wit h
e veryth i ng . The y h av e b e e n g r a n t e d a boon a l r e a dy . Th i s
b il l w a s p u l l ed ou t of co m mi t t e e b y the Legislature. It' s
on General F i l e . I t i s no bo d y 's p r i o r i t y b i l l , yet h er e i t
sits before us. Wh y? Beca use somehow t h e po l i t i c a l
subdivision or their sympathizers were able to get it on the
agenda. So they' ve been granted a boon that nobody else has
been granted by the Legislature, or by the Speaker. If it
were a priority bill, then that comment t hat I j u st mad e
would not have had to be made, but a lot of people have
expressed curiosity as to why it's on the agenda. The place
to go to get an answer would be the Speaker because he pu t
it there, but to get away from that down to the issue that
is before us, Senator Hoagland is offering what everybody on
this floor would characterize as a compromise. That means
you' re gi v i ng up something on Senator Hanniba l ' s si de
although h e r ea l l y i sn ' t . You' re gai n i ng something on
S enator H o a g l and ' s side w h i c h h e re a l l y i sn ' t . The
pol i t i c al sub d i v i si o n s w o u l d b e g a i ni n g al l t h e way a r ound.
They reduce their exposure to suit by two years. The fac t
is that the employee stands in the place of the political
s ubdiv i s i o n when ac t i n g in the course of his or her d u t i e s
and performs a n egligent act wh i ch caus e s da mage to
somebody. The p o l i t i ca l subdiv i s i o n s , i f t h ey c ou l d ge t
away with it, would like a person not to be able to file a
c laim a t a l l . Th ey w o u l d l i ke t o h a v e i m muni t y f r om s u i t i f
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