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different mechanism as the bill last year t hat was v e t o e d .
T he b i l l wa s adv a n ced on the theory, as I recall, from
reading the literature and listening to the debate, that we
were going to follow the California example and try to
pioneer this particular tax. In fact, the California
proposal wa s k i l l ed and d efeated . We n ow k n o w t hat . So
this would make Nebraska the first and the only one to
attempt t h i s . I t oc cur s t o me that we have a tendency in
this state in recent years t o f i g u r e ev e r y wa y we can to
destroy Nebraska businesses while we pioneer n e w c o ncepts
f rom I n i t i a t i v e 3 00 t o t h i s t h i n g which wi l l i mp i n g e u p on
Nebraska bus i nesses . I t w i l l ma k e t h e m th e o n l y o n e s i n t h e
United States against which retaliation wil l b e t a k en . You
can just bet on tha t. I t wi l l make ou r comp a n i e s
uncompetitive. I do not deny that at the f edera l l e v e l i t
is appropriate for the federal government to pass a law
encompassing all 50 states d eal in g w i t h t hi s i s su e in some
way. I d o d eny t hat Nebraska sho u ld pu ni sh i t s own
businesses internally i n an a t t e mp t t o i l l u s t r at e what we
think is a problem that should be addressed b y the f e d e r a l
government. And that is what the bill does. Now, I d o n ' t
know whether the Governor is going to veto it t hi s y e a r o r
not. I do know this, there are proposals you can pass into
law and implement tomorrow morning that will raise millions
of dollars, such as the tax amnesty that is constitutional
a nd which h a s b e e n t e s t e d a nd which woul d r eq ui r e m in i m a l
m oney, min i ma l exp e n d i t u r e a nd wh er e yo u get som e money.
A nd you would h u r t n o o n e . You would help get new taxpayers
on the tax rolls that haven' t b een th e r e and you would
collect money that was owed. Now, that is something you
could do. Why are we chasing this thing which, a s I s a y , i s
going to hurt Nebraska business, while we send a flare up to
the federal government saying, this is a problem and to show
you how bad a problem it is, we are g o i n g t o hu r t ou r own
stat e and o ur own businesses . I do be l i ev e i t i s
unconst i t u t i o na l . I d o believe the Bellas Hess case makes
that very clear and all the studies that have been done say
Belles Hess makes this thing unconstitutional and at the
federal level if you want to change it, pass a federal law.
Now, finally, I would say think about all the 800 businesses
that we are tr ying to get into this state, what we are
trying to make Nebraska because of its geography and other
things the center for distributing products for having mail
order houses here, for this kind of thing. We are going to
take something we are trying to create and be the only state
to put upon anybody that is l ocated h e r e and w a n t s to
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