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away. In fact, what we do in Nebraska could, in fact, be
historic. It could be the kind of a thing that can be done
to draw the attention of people across the country, that, in
fact, people are suffering because t hey a re n ot b e i n g
provided with benefits because a simple way out i s t o g o
s el f - i n s u r e d . Y ou avoi d p ay i n g t ax e s an d y o u a void h a v i n g
to provide any benefits. So the problem does need federal
leg . ation. But we can't do that h ere . And t he l on g e r w e
procrastinate by saying, well, let's not. . .you kn o w , l e t ' s
not do anything that might be confusing as far as the
federal law is concerned. In my opinion, it sort of simply
begs out of the question. It doesn't send a message to
Washington. It doesn't help t hose peopl e w h o n e e d to be
covered that have serious problems a nd are no t cov er e d a t
the present time. Do n't burden those 89 percent of the
small business people that send in their return> on the
ballot to the Nebraska Federation of I ndependent Bu s i n e s s
folks who didn't want mandated benefits any more. The only
way we can address this problem is to simply do what we do
in these simple 32 words, very serious and very important
yet simple 32 words, the amendment's lines, I'm sorry,
Senator Lamb corrected me, lines. The amendment does, in
f act , b e c ome t h e bi l l . I would hope that you would consider
seriously all of the debate today. For those of you that
are concerned about losing anything, you won' t. F or t h o s e
who want to send a statement, you c an do i t . I t h i nk a l ot
can be accomplished with this very important legislation and
I hope you support the amendment.

SENATOR CARSTEN: T he Cha i r failed to recognize Senator
H oagland when h e h a d a s k e d t o speak on the bill. Senator
Hoagland, with the Chair's apology, S enator L y nc h ha s no w
closed and if you want to give. ..all right, you were on the
amendment? Or on t h e b i l l , not on the amendment?

SENATOR LYNCH: Y e s , s i r .

S ENATOR CARSTEN: Ok a y , t hen I am a l l r i gh t . A nyth i n g
f ur t h e r , S e n a t o r Ly n c h ?

SENATOR LYNCH: N o, s i r . T hank you , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t .

SENATOR CARSTEN: The question is, shall the Lynch amendment
be adopted? All those in favor will vote aye, t h o s e o p posed
will vote no. Record, Mr. Clerk.
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