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strong or overwhelming and you bring i n the v o t es . No w o n e
of th e t h i ngs I wo u l d t h i nk Senator Va rd Jo h nson wo u l d b e
concerned about would be this little fact which you all
should be aware of. We just are about to c hange the who l e
premium tax structure. We are going to retain basically
about the same amount of revenue, i n c r e ase here , dec r e a s e
t here . Do you know that every time somebody goes to
self-insurance they d on' t h a v e to pay premium tax'? They
bypass it. They are outside the law. That is right. So
every time you put another 500 or 1 ,000 o r 1 0 , 000 over i n t o
self - i n s u r ance bec a use yo u have made any other f~rm of
insurance too costly, you have lost that premium tax. That
is right, all those self-insureds don't have to pay premium
tax. Now, again, I think that is pretty much federal and I
t hink Var d Joh n son i s completely correct when he says we
should take Hal Daub' s tail and shake i t u p a nd sn ip i t and
maybe pass a resolution that directs some of those people
that deal with the self-insured thing. Now as t o h i s ot h er
arguments , Sen a t o r Joh n son arguments that you are giving
away Medicare, you are giving away this, you are giving away
that. You are not giving away one single one of those
things. They all exist now. They a r e i n l aw n o w. And f o r
anybody to change any one of them they would have to walk in
here with 25 or probably 30 votes in t he case o f a ve t o .
Y ou would ha v e t o h a v e 25 votes to take one of t hem out .
That can be done with or without passage of this law. So i t
doesn't change that one single bit. I w o u l d u r g e you t o
adopt the amendment. I t h i nk . . . a re we st i l l on t he
amendments And then advance the bill.

SENATOR CARSTEN PRESIDING

SENATOR CARSTEN: Senator Marsh on the amendment.

SENATOR M ARSH: Mr. Chairman and mem bers of the
Legislature,, I am having some real p r o b l e ms wi t h I B 895 .
Sort o f a sl eep e r , i sn ' t i t ? And now i t i s up he r e on
Select Elle. I t will make a tremendous difference in our
state and there do not seem to b e very many o f us w h o a r e
t ry in g t o exp r e s s a c o n c e r n . I w i l l no t vo t e f o r 8 95 . I
will not vote for the amendment b ecause I t h i nk i t is bad
legi s l a t i o n w i t h or wi t h ou t t he amendment. I am terribly
concerned that this body is about to let this major piece of
l egi s l a t i o n g o t h r ou g h . The least we could do is send i t
back to committee if you adopt the amendment.
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