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things. If, for example, someone says, well , I wa n t t o m a ke
sure, and I keep using one example because I am familiar
with it, I want to make sure my entire family has alcoholism
coverage so that if Joe or me gets sent to the Catholic
churches health center for rehabilitating alcoholics that it
gets paid for. We mandated a few years ago that they had to
offer that, make that available, and tha t I , i nd i vi du a l l y ,
could dec id e whether I wanted that as a part of my p o l i c y .
The mandated thing is that every p ol i cy wo u l d have t o
contain this and that is what I have always opposed, that
you order e v e r y body h a v e t o b u y t h i s . O kay, so t he ch o i c e
is th e re n ow. The b i l l wou l d pr e ven t ef f ect i ve l y , to be
very honest with you, mandating in the future and that is
what I would like to see happen.

S ENATOR HABERMAN: Ok ay , I have one more question. You
stated that if the customer can choose, that the pool would
get smaller.

SENATOR DECAMP: Right.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Now if the pool of p eople in the
insurance plan may take out alcohol and take out this and
take out that, if that pool gets smaller, would this then
not tend to raise the insurance rate b e c a use f ewe r pe o p l e
would b e i nvo l v e d o r en r o l l ed i n t h e c ove r a g e p l a n ' ?

SENATOR DECAMP: Absolutely, and let me explain that so you
understand what I am talking about because I think there is
a misunderstanding possibly on the part of some as to who is
going to be covered. So I am going to use two examples real
quickly because most people think these are people that you
are going to mandate the coverage o n . The y think it is
going to impose upon them and i t i s go i n g t o su r p r i se you
when I t e l l you i t doesn' t . Tak e a b i g g roup l ike Un i o n
Pacific Railroad. They found that by f o rming their own
private self-insured pool and doing only the t h i ngs " the i r
employees", and they all agreed upcn i t , "wanted" , rather
than something mandated to include in the policy, they could
get a cheaper insurance than if they went the conventional,
the conventional Blue Cross-Blu e Sh i el d , and b o u gh t a
policy. So they went self-insured. N ow another g r oup t h a t
is going to surprise you that this is not going to apply to
because they are partially self-insured now, and everybody
thinks if they get this done they are going to get this
mandated cov e r a g e of alcoholism or on e thing, state

9679


